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THE 


PREFACE. 


T is a true, but melancholy obſervation, That 
in proportion as conſcientious Chriſtians have 
borne their teſtimony againſt any groſs ſuperſti- 
tions, or innovations, which „from time to 
time, crept into the Chriſtian church, they have 
been, more or leſs, branded with the odious names of 
Schiſmatics, and Heretics on one hand; and Pu- 
ritans, or Fanatics on the other, by ſuch as have 
choſen to continue chained, and fettered, with the 
corrupt cuſtoms and ſuperſtitions of their anceſtors. 
And the more exactly any people have adhered to 
primitive Chriſtianity, the more they have been ex- 
poſed to bs opprobrious names, and invidious cen- 
ſures, with the unthinking part of mankind. But this 
is not all; in times of degeneracy and great corrup- 
ti on, rruly religious man has not only ſuffered im- 
priſonment, confiſcation of goods, and the moſt cruel 
and inhuman puniſhments ; but at laſt, death it- 
ſelf, by burning, and other the moſt barbarous me- 
thods, wwhich could be deviſed. There are too many 
znſtances upon record to need any enumeration. 

But it is our happineſs at preſent to live in an 
age, and under a government, wherein free inquiry, 
in matters of religion, is permitted and incouraged. 
And among other inquiries into pure and uncorrupt 
Chriſtianity, I cannot but think, that the ſacred or- 
dinance of baptiſm, the ſubject of the enſuing pages, 
deſerves our ſericus regard. 
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It is very well known, that there is a denomina- 
tion of people, properly called Baptiſts, who ftri -ng 
adhere to the commiſſion our Lord gave to his 
Ales; viz. that Perſons ſhould be firft taught or in- 
Rrufted i in the knowledge of the principles and duties 
of Chriſtianity, before x are baptized ; and that 
this ordinance is to be adminiftered by immerſion, T, hey 
contend for adult baptiſm only, and aſſert, that in- 

ants have no right to this ſacred ordinance. The 
ſcripture only, they ſay, is their rule in this matter, 
and by this they are always ready to be determined. 

Theſe people differ very little in the material prin- 
ciples of religion from the reſt of their proteſtant bre- 
thren of other denominations in theſe kingdoms : 

And yet it muſt be owned, that for their peaceable 
and conſcientious attempt to reſtore this inſtitution 
to its original purity, they have been, and it ſeems | 
as though they muſt continue to be reputed, by the v) 
— part of mankind, as the firſt Chriſtians | 
were, a ſect every where ſpoken againſt. 

The uncivil treatment they have met with inthe 
world is the more remarkable, becauſe it is ſo well 
known, that the principle, upon which they differ 
from the reſt of their proteflant brethren, 1s 75 plainly . 
and undeniably evident from the facred ſcriptures (BY 
themſelves, that their very adverſaries have been | 
obliged often to confeſs it ; as the teſtimonies pro- 
duced in the following ſheets abundantly verify. 

And yet what firange work have the writers of 
the laſt age made, in order to find out the original | 
of this people, as though they had never read, nor 
beard of dipping perſons in baptiſm, on their public 
profeſſion of faith and repentance. 

One would really imagine, that they were ſtrangers 
not only to the new teſtament, but to the catechiſm | 


of 


(s) 
of the church of England, as eftabliſhed by law; which 
plainly aſſerts the prerequiſites of baptiſm. For, 
when the queſtion is asked, What is required of per- 
ſons to be baptized ? the anſwer is, Repentance, 
whereby they forſake fin, and faita, whereby they 
ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of God made to 
them in that ſacrament. Aud as to the mode of 


dipping in baptiſm, how has this been bantered and 
7 28 as though immerſion was a thing never 
beard of; notwithſtanding it was the practice of 
Chriſt, and is apoſtles, and the whole Chriſtian 
church, for near ſixteen hundred years : nay, the 
rubric of the church of England authoriſes dipping 
at preſent; and we are told by a very learned 
writer *, that the uſe of dipping is plainly ſacred 
and unalterable in Chriſtian baptiſm. 

Let the honeſt reader impartially laoł over the 
new teſtament, and I am perſuaded be will find, that 
the Baptiſts bave ſufficient authority for bapti xing 
by immerſion. For there be will plainly fee, that 
baptiſm was performed by a deſcent into the water, 
as in the river Jordan, or other rivers; for it i 
expreſiy ſaid, And Fobn alſo was baptizing in Enon 
near to Salem, becauſe there was much water there 
which made it convenient for him to baptixe by dip 
ing. Again, let the reader take a view of the ag 
immediately ſucceeding the apoſtles; and he will fing 
this religious cuſtom was punctually obſerved, and 
openly confejjes,, befose the emperor and ſenate 0 
Rome, as is plainly related in Juſtin Martyr” 
Apology. But if the reader ſhall object, and ſay 
1 alſo find infant-baptiſm very ſoon mentioned in an 
trquity, it is granted; but he will find alſo Tertal 
lian publicly oppoſed it, whoſe i:1emorable writing 


Primitive infant-baptiſm revived, p. 28. 
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will be an everlaſting teſtimony againſt that unſcrip- 
tural, and as be call it, irrational practice. U, 
the whole, the Baptiſts need not be aſhamed of their 
original, Chriſt and his apoſtles, and firſt Chriſtians, 
nor of the venerable authority upon which they act; 
but may challenge all Chriſtendom to produce but a 
tenth part of the evidence for infant-ſprinkling, that 
they have for the baptiſm of believers by immerſion. 
But after all, it will perhaps be objected, What 
is the meaning of this great concern about a ſingle 
rite; or what need ſo great ſtreſs be laid on a poſi- 
tive inſtitution, which, we know, has always been 
acknowleged to be ſubſervient to moral duties? The 
anſwer is ready, It is becauſe our great Lord and 
Maſter has inſtituted it, and injoined his followers 
zo obſerve it. 
The neglecting therefore to pay a dutiful regard to 
this ordinance, would be an affront offered to God, 
end a contempt of his laws. 
 Treadily o0n, that one great end of Chriſt's ap- 
pearing in the world, was to deliver men from the 
woke of ceremonial performances, injoined in the 
ewiſh law, and to eſtabliſh religion in the world 
upon the foundation of virtue, and everlaſting 
zghteouſneſs. But ſtill, os Chriſt has appointed two 
poſitive inſtitutions in the Chriſtian church, theſe 
ndoubtedily deſerve our fiacere regard. For though 
itual inſtitutions are of an inferior nature to moral 
precepts, yet they are by no means to be neglected, be- 
auſe they are deſigned by our wife Lawgiver to be 
be means of promoting real holineſs of ife. And 
am perſuaded, that whoever will neglect and deſ- 


ie any one duty, merely becauſe it is of ſmalleſt con- 


equence, will, for the ſame reaſon, and from the 
ame principle, in time be brought to neglect and 
con - 
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contemn that which is really the greateſt. And the 
reaſon is plain, becauſe he ſhews no proper regard 
to the divine authority, which makes the obligation 
to his duty binding uten bim. 

And as to thoſe gentlemen who would exclude all 
poſitive inflitutions, and all outward acts of religious 
worſhip frem true Chriſtianity, they do as greatly 
err, as I with ſubmiſſion cuncei ve, as thoſe who place 
religion a maſt wholly in them. For our minds ſhould 
be filled with a becoming fear and reverence of 
God; and this holy diſpoſition be maintained 
and manifeſted to the world, by ſome proper acts of 
external worſhip. And here our bleſſed Saviour has 
not appointed any difficult or burdenſome forms of 
religion. There are no more than two poſitive in- 
Hitutions injoined on Chriſtians, as means of their 
ſalvation, baptiſm and the ſupper of the Lord. In 
theſe indeed there is a neceſſary connection between 
the gn and the thing originally fignified, ſo very 
evident, that no thinking man can innocently miſ- 
take. The candidates or baptiſm mult bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance ; they muſt declare them- 
ſelves dead unto fin, but alive unto righteouſneſs ; of 
which things baptiſm itſelf is an expreſs emblem. By 
this ordinance they are admitted into the church e 
Chriſt, and made members of bis myſtical body : 
the other inſtitution, they are confirmed and eſta- 
bliſhed in that holy fate, and receive ſpiritual nou- 
riſhment, as members united to Chriſt their bead. 

The intention of the enſuing treatiſe is plainly 
what the title of it declares, to give to the world, 
in a ſhort view, a plain account of the ſacred ordi- 
nance Z baptiſm, as it was inſtituted by Chriſt, and 
Practiſed by his apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, and as 
it is atteſted to us by many eminent modern di vines. 
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The reaſon why the author preſumes to publiſh this 
ſmal, treatiſe upon baptiſm, is ibis; that the impar- 
tial enquirer may more eaſily ſee, at one view, the 


truth of this divine inſtitution, from the teſtimony of 


. ſacred ſeriptures tbemſelves, and from the con- 


ccſens of ſome eminent men, rather than from 4 


number cf controverſial books, many of which are 

draten out to a very great length, and oftentimes 

contain many things not ſo immediately to the pur- 
7. 

75% producing ſuch a number of quotations frem 

writers of diſtinguiſhed learning and judgment, 

upon this print, is, in the author's opinion, the moſt 


likely way to carry conviction into the conſciences of 


znquirers, and to lead them into the way of truth. 

The large conceſſions which are made by ſo many 
different men, of different nations and profeſſions, he 
preſumes muſt be accounted unexceptionable evi- 
dences; fince nothing but the force of truth could in- 
duce them to publiſh thoſe things, which ſo ſeverely 
condemn their own pracłice. 
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EFORE our Bleſſed Redeemer appear- 
ed in the world, in his public character, 
as a teacher ſent from God, we find 
Jobn the Baptiſt came to prepare his 

way, by preaching in the wilderneſs of Judea 

with divine authority, ſaying ; Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

And when he had laid a foundation for the 
eſtabliſhing the Meſſiah's kingdom, upon the 
doctrine of repentance and amendment of life; 
he then proceeds to baptize his converts with 
water, in the river Joreen, upon their making a 
public confeſſion of their fins, and their reſolu- 
tion to amend their lives. But when he ſaw many 
of the Phariſees and Sadducees come to his baptiſm, 
without due repentance, he ſaid unto them, O ge- 
n-ration of wipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from 
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from the wrath to come. Bring forth therefore 
fruits meet for repentance, Matth. iii. 7, 8. 

Ti.eſe pcopie greatly valued themſclves on their 
being che deſcendants, of Abraham and the patri- 
archs, and truitcd in, outward obſervance of the 
rites and cc:emonies of the Maſaic law, to re- 
commend them to the divine acceptance; but 
they weie, at the ſame time, wicked and im- 
moral in their Jives, which induced the Baptiſt 
ſeverely to reprove them, when they offered 
themſelves to his baptiſm, 

The inhabitants of Jeruſalem and Fudea looked 
_- as a prophet ſent from God ; and by 
his adminiſtring this ordinance to all penitente, 
the Phariſces and Sadducees ſeemed forward to 
comply with this new inſtitution. Probably they 
| hoped, that by this, and other external obſer- 
vances, they ſhould eſcape the judgments of God. 
But, ſays the Baptiſt, if you will endeavour to flee 
from the wrath to come, you muſt utterly for- 
fake your fins, and reform your lives, in ſuch a 
humble obegience to the laws of God, as may 
prove your repentance real and fincere : Bring 
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. 

The firſt obſervation I would here make, is 
this : That nothing can be more plain, than that 
Fobn the B:ptiſt inſiſted on repentance, and 
amendment of life in thoſe to whom he admi- 
niſtred this ord nance: For at the 1 1th verſe, he 
ſays, I indeed baptiſe yeu with water unto re- 
pentance, that is, upon a public profeſſion of re- 
pentance, and amendment of life ; and hence it 


is, that St. Luke calls it, chap. iii. 3. The baftifm of 


repentance for the rem:ſſion of fins. Beſides, it is 
faid of thoſe whom he baptized in Jordan, that 
| they 
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they confeſſed their fins ; from whence it may be 
juſtly inferred, that he baptized none but ſuch ; 
nay, we are expreſſly told, that he rejected the 
Phariſces and Sadducees, who came to his baptiſm 
without due repentance. And after our bl. ſſed 
Lord's aſcenſion, we find St. Peter inſiſting on 
men's repenting and * baptized, for the re- 
miſſion of fins, Acts ii. 38. 

d/o I — that, ſince the perſons 
baptized came publickly themſelves, and declared 
their repentance, and confeſſcd their fins, they 
muſt of neceſſity be adult perſons, and not in- 
fants. This will appear plain and undeniable on 
two accounts. Firſt, ſince a public proceſſion 
was made of repentance at baptitm, it muſt be 
by ſuch as had finned, ſuch as were arrived to 
the uſe of reaſon, and had abuſed it; for new- 
born infants can have committed no fin, and 
conſequently can hive none to confeſs. Sccondly, 
infants were utterly uncapable of themſelves either 
to make their public appearance at the river For- 
dan, or any declaration about repentance and 
amendment of life, and conſequently originally had 
no right to, nor any part in this inſtitution. Be- 
ſides, the commiſſion itſelf, which our bleſſed 


Lord gave to his diſciples, Math. xxviii. 18, 19, 


20. utterly excludes them. For immediately after 
he had ſaid, Al power is given unts me in bea- 
ven and in earth, he ſays to his d ſciples, Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizivg them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghe/t : and adds, Teaching them to obſerve 
all things what/oever I have commanded you. From 
hence it appears very plain, that the commiſſion 
of our Loxc * Wer“ die N 
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ſuch as are firſt taught, or inſtructed in the 
knowledge of his doctrine; and conſequently, it 
gives no Warrant for baptizing infants, but, on 
the contrary, muſt of neceſſity exclude them. 

And it muſt be here obſerved, that the original 
word * is here rightly tranſlated Zeach ; though 
biſhop Beveridge +, and ſome others, would ren- 
der it diſciple; for after all, I would be glad to 
know, how a man is to be diſcipled to the Chriſ- 
tian faith, but by teaching. His lordſhip ſeems 
indeed to point at a ſcheme of diſcipling before 
teaching, but his method is dark, obſ.ure, and 
to me quite unintelligible. For to pretend to diſ- 
ciple in the nume of Cbriſt, without teaching the 
faith of Chri/t, is to me downrightiy nonſenſe, 
and can have no meaning at all, but to confound 
weak minds. I think it is plain from the com- 
miſſion itſelf, that when our Lord ſays, Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, he muſt be un- 
derſtood, that by their teaching his doctrine, they 
ſhould perſuade men to embrace his religion, and 
ſubmit themſclves to thoſe inſtitutions which he 
himſelf had appointed ; that this teaching did 
always precede baptiſm, and conſequently ꝑ reclud- 
ed infants. Let us ſee what the late learned biſhop 
of Sarum ſays, in his expoſition of the 27th ar- 
ticle of the Church of England. By the firſt 
* teaching or making diſciples that muſt go be- 
* fore baptilin, is to be meant the convincing 
the world that jeſus is the Chriſt, the true 
* Meſſiah, and ſent to be the Saviour of the 
* world; and when they were brought to ac- 
knowledge this, then they were to baptize and 
* initiate them into his religion, Cc.“ 


4 fa 


eat Trinity, p. 75, iſt Edit. 


and to eſtabliſh his kingdom in the world, there 


ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the warld, and preacl 
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This is fo very full and clear to my preſent 
purpoſe, that I go on to obſerve, 

Thirdly, That faith alſo was required, both by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, as a prerequiſite to bap- 
tiſm ; as will appear to an impartial enquirer, by 
conſidering the following paſſages, Mark xvi. 16. 
He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 
Here it deſerves to be ob{crved, that this being a 

t of the ſame commiſſion of our Lord related 
by St. Matthew, whch he geve to his diſciples, 
when he ſent them forth to preach his doctrine, 


is the greateſt ſtreſs to be laid on it, as a rule te 
Chriſtians in all ages, even to his ſecond coming 
The whole of which commiſiicn runs thus: And be 


the goſpel to every creature; and adds, He tha 
believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved. 

It is as much as if he had fuid, Go you, m 
* diſciples, and travel throughout the ſeveral par 
of the known world, and preach the doctrine ( 
the goſpel to all rational creatures; tell them th 
I am the way appointed by God for the faly 
© tion of mankind; and he who believes in m 
and embraces my religion, muſt ſubmit to t 
* ſacred ordinancef of baptiſm, which I have 
* ſtituted and appointed, to be obſerved by 
* my followeis, as the initiating rite, by wh 
they may become members of the kingde 
* which J am about to ſet up in the world.” 

It deſerves to be remarked, that the firſt ad 
niſtrators of this divine inſtitution, who ated 
doubtedly under the immediate direction and 
fl:ence of the Spirit of God, inſiſted on faith in 
perſons whom they baptized ; tor they requi 


(14) | 

that they ſhould make a public profeſſion of their 
belicf in the Son of God. We have an inſtance of 
their practice, As xvi. 30, 31. where the conver- 
fion and baptiſm of the jay lor is related. He was 
awak:d and greatly ſurpriſcd in the night by a 
Miraculous earthquake; and when St. Paul gene- 

ouſly prevented his laying violent hands on him- 
elf, by aſſuring him, that the priſoners were not 
ſcaped, he ſaid, Sirs, what muſt 1 do to be ſaved? 


/ 
d they ſaid, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 


nd at the 32d verſe, They /pake to bim, or 


reached to him the word of the Lord, and to all 
bat were in his houſe ; and after they had in- 
ructed him in the faith, he was bap'iſed, he, and 
his, believing in God with all his bæuſe. This 


ems expreſly mentioned, and repeated, as the 
ms upon which the jaylor, and thoſe of his 
duſe were admitted to baptiſm. 


The next inſtance I ſhall take notice of, as per- 
jent to my preſent purpoſe, is the baptiſm of 
eunuch, mentioned Adds viii. at large. Phi- 
by a ſpecial direction of the Spirit of God, 
nt and joined himſelf to the eunuch, ver. 29. 
finding him ignorant about the way to ſal- 
ion, le preached unto him Feſus, ver. 3 5. Pro- 
ply he gave him an account, that the Son of 
d had appeared on earth, and declared the way 
reſtoring men to the divine favour ; and that he 
the very perſon, of whom the prophet Jaiab 
ong ago propheſied, that whilſt he was a- 
men, he laid a foundation, on which his 
les were to build up a ipiritual church; 
it was conſtituted upon the doctrincs of faith, 
tance and holineſs of life; and that ſuch as 
re themſelves to be his d ſciples, were to be 


(15) 
initiated in his church, by the ordinance of bap- 
tiſm, which Chriſt himſelf had appointed ; where- 
upon, as they went on their way, they came unto 
a certain water; and the eunuch ſaid, See, here 1s 
water ; what doth hinder me to be baptiſed? ver. 37. 
And Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with all thy 
heart, thou mayeſt. And be anſwered and ſaid, 
J believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God; and 
upon this profeſſion he baptiſed him, ver. 38. 

There cannot ſurcly be more plain, and fuller 
inſtances defired than theſe which I have given, 
that faith and repentance are prerequiſites to bap- 
tiſm. If any thiag further was neceſſary to con- 
vince men, I might urge the authority of the 
Church of England, as eſtabliſhed by the laws of 
this realm. For when the queſtion is aſked, 
What is required of perſons to be baptized? the 
anſwer is, Repentance whereby they Ter. fin, 
© and faith whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the 
* promiſes of God made to them in that facrament.” 

Here I would beg leave to aſk ; ſince faith and 
repentance are ſo plainly required of perſons, in 
order to their being baptiſed, and this is not only 
the conſtant tenour of the Sacred Scriptures, but 
alſo the acknowledzed ſenſe of the eſtabliſhed 
church of this nation ; how comes it about, that 
infants are admitted, without ſo much as the leaſt 
nce to either of theſe qualifications ? It is in- 
deed pretended to be done by proxy ; but this is 
without any warrant from the word of God: and, 
methinks, men ſhould be careful not to deceive 
themſelves in this affair, by imagining, that 
the mere promiſe or vow of another can be 
of any advantage to recommend them to the di- 
vine acceptance ; eſpecially, when it is not _ 
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by the command of Chriſt, but in direct oppoſi- 
tion to it. And for perſons to pretend, that t 
were biptized in the name of the Son of God, 
without making a profeſſion of belief in his Son, 
is too great an abſurdity to need confutation *. 

But that faith did always precede baptiſm, when 
pure and uncorrupt Chriſtianity flouriſhed in the 
world I might confirm to you from a cloud of 
witneſſes, wis it neceſſary. 

The leuned author of the Critical Hiſtory of 
the Apollles Creed, tells us ; + That the apoſtles 
and evangeliſts who were firſt ſent to preach 
* the goſpel, and to convert the world, when 
© they received any one a member into the Chtiſ- 
tian Church by baptiſm, they did particularly 
* demand his aſſent to the Chriſtian faith, and a 
declaration of his belief thereof.” And for a con- 
fit mation of the truth of this, he refers us to the 
caſe of the eunuch before mentioned, and his public 
confeſſion; that he did believe, that Jeſus Chriſt 
© was the Son of God : Then, ſays he, Philip bap- 
© tiſed him, but not before.” And afterwards 


* Mr. White in his letters to the diſſenters has obſerved ſome- 
thing very extraordinary and unaccountable. 

He ſup the infant admitted to baptiſm on account of its own 
faith, promiſe, made by its ſureties; when at the fame time, 
every reaſonable man knows, that the child neither does, nor can 
either promiſe, or believe any thing, but is abſolutely incapable of 
either. He repreſents the miniſter as very ſolemnly aſking the 
child, Doſt thou believe? Wilt thou be baptized ? Doſt thou for- 
fake the devil? &c. When he muſt be fully perſuaded of the in- 
fant's utter inability to believe, or reſolve, or will any thing about 
it. Now (as the diſſenting gentleman obſerves, in anſwer to kim 
on that point) when a dei by, and ſees a learned and grave 
divine, thus aſking, and talking, and covenanting with a child, 
can you wonder, Sir, if he ſmiles, and merrily treats the whole 
tranſaction as a jeſt? 

+ Critical Hiſt. of the Apoſtles Creed, p. 28, 33. 5th Edit. 

I adas, 
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adds, that the apoſtles and firſt preachers of the 
goſpel required the aſſent of all perſons at baptiſm, 
to — of the particular articles of the Chriſtian 
faith, ſince that time always uſed at baptiſm; 
by which, I preſume, my Lord Chancellor King, 
if he was the author of that hiſtory, would be. 
underſtood, from the time of the apoſtles, till. 
the time in which they changed the ſubject 2 
baptiſm, from perſons of riper years, capable 
—— an 2 their ach, and of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, to infants who are utterly ſtrangers 
to both. But, that the Apoſtles and firſt -Chriſ- 
tians did always at baptiſm require the aſſent of 
the perſon to be baptized to the articles of the 
Chriſtian religion, is a thing, ſays his lordſhip, 
* ſo univerſally known, as that it may ſeem need- 
© leſs to produce any quotations for the proof of it. 
Thus Rufinus, ſay his lordſhip, relates in his days, 
* the antient cuſtom was retained at Rome for the. 
* perſons to be baptized publicly to recite the 
Creed *.. And Juſtin Martyr aſſures us, that. 
none were baptized in his day, unleſs they fir 
declared their aſſent to the doctrine and faith. 
* of the goſpel +. In his ſecond apology to the 
emperor Antoninus Pius, he ſays, © And now we. 
* will explain after what manner, when we were 
* renewed by Chriſt, we devoted ourſelves to 
Gad, leaſt in omitting it, we ſhould ſeem to 
* prevaricate in our diſcourſe. As many as are 
* perſuaded and believe that thoſe things which. 
* we teach and publiſh are true, and engage to. 
live accordingly, are admoniſhed to addreſs 
* themſclves to God in prayer and ſupplication, 


* Pag. 35, 36. This was near 400 years after Chriſt. 
+ See Mr. Stennet's anſwer to Mr. Rufſen, p. 89. 
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e with faſting, for the remiſſion of their fins ; 
* while we faſt and pray together with them. 
* We then bring them to the water, and they are 
© regenerated with the ſame kind of new birth, 
* wherewith we were regenerated ; for in the 
* name of the Father, and Lord of the univerſe, 
and of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and of the 
holy Spirit, they are then waſhed in the water. 

Dr. Bartow bithop of Lincoln in a letter to 
Mr. Tombes, which Mr, Danvers tells us he had 


ſeen in print, makes a public declaration to this 


effect. 

I do believe and know, that there is neither 
precept nor example in ſcripture for pzdo-ba 
* tiſm, nor any juſt dee or ĩt —·⁊＋4⁊— = 
© after Chriſt; that Tertullian condemns it as an un- 
* warrantablecuſtom, and Nezianzen a great while 
© after diſlikes it too; ſure I am, ſays he, that in the 
© primitive times, they were Catechumeni, then Illu- 
* mmati or Baptizati ; and that not only Pagans 
and children of Pagans, but children of Chriſtian 
parents. The truth is, I do believe pædo - bap- 
* tiſm, how or by whom I know not, came into 


© the world in the ſecond century, and in the 


© third and fourth began to be practiſed, though 


not generally, and deffended as lawful, from the 


text groſſly miſunderſtood, Jobn iii. 5. Upon 


the like groſs miſtake of Jobn vi. 53. they did 
* for many centuries, both in the Greek and 
* Latin church communicate infants, and give. 


them the Lord's Supper, and I do confeſs they 
* might do both, as well as either. I have read, 
* ſays he, what my frinds Dr. Hammond, Mr. 
Baxter and others ſay in defence of it, and I con- 
* fels I wonder not a little, that men of ſuch great 


1 © parts 


y 
f 
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C ſhould fay ſo much to ſo little purpoſe ; 
11 as yet, ſeen any thing like an 
argument for it *. | 
Mr. Baxter ſays in his ſecond diſputation with 
Mr. Tombs, page 149. If there can be no ex- 
* ample given in ſcripture of any one that was 
* baptized without the profeſſion of faving faith, 
* nor any precept for ſo doing, then muſt we 
© not baptize any without it ; but the antecedent 
is true, therefore fo is the conſequent': And in 
proof thereof produces the ſeveral examples of 
ticular perſons baptized in ſcripture. Upon 
bis inſtancing Philip's anſwer to the eunuch, If 
thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. He 
obſerves, © and to ſay that Philip anſwered but 
de bene eſſe, meaning, that it includes not the 
* negative, otherwiſe thou mayeſt not, is to make 
Philip to have deluded, not decided or re- 
* ſolved ; concluding that there is not the leaſt 
* word of ſcripture that giveth the leaſt intima- 
© tion, that ever any man was baptized without 
© the profeſſion of a ſaving faith. 
One would be ready to imagine, that theſe great 
conceſſions of Mr. Baxter's were intended to juſtify 
and confirm thoſe very people, in their own ſen- 
timents, whom he, not with reaſon, but hard 
words, endeavoured to caſt contempt upon. 
Again, in his Saints Everlaſting Reſt, part the 
firſt, chap. viii. ſet. 5. he gives us this farther 
account of baptiſm, © That in the primitive times 
none were baptized without an expreſs cove- 
* nanting, wherein they renounced the world, the 
* fleſh and the devil, and engaged themſelves to 


Danvers on Baptiſm, 2d Edit. p. 63, 64. 
C2 Chhriſt, 
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e Chriſt, and promiſed to obey him, as you may 
| © ſee in Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian and others at 
large; and then immediately cites Tuſtin Martyr's 
Apology as a confirmation of all that he had ſaid. 
Again, in his book called the Second Diſputa- 

tion of Right to the Sacrament, pag. 149, 150. 
ſpeaking of the commiſſion of Chriſt to his diſ- 
ciples, he ſays, It is not like ſome occaſional 
mention of baptiſm, but it is the very commiſ- 
© fron itſclf of Chriſt to his diſciples for preach- 
ing and baptizing, and purpoſely expreſſeth their 
© ſeveral works, in their ſeveral places and orders. 
Their taſk is to make diſciples, which are by 
 F©Mark called believers. Secondly, the ſecond 
© work is to baptize them, whereto is annexed 
© the promile of their ſalvation. The third work 
© is to teach them all other things, which are 
© after to be learnt in the ſchool of Chriſt. To 
© contemn this order (ſays he) is to contemn all 
© rules of order, for where can we expect to find 
| © it, if not here; I profeſs my conſcience is fully 
* faticfied from this text, that it is one ſort of faith, 
* even ſaving, that muſt go before baptiſm. 
The reverend and learned Dr. Samuel Clark, in 
his Eſſay on Baptiſm, obſerves, p. 3. The firſt 
thing to be conſidered in the baptiſm of perſons 
converted to Chriſtianity, is what was required 
* of them before hand, in order to fit them for 
* this moſt ſolemn admiſſion into the church of 
* Chriſt. Now that which was indiſpenſably 
* neceſſary to prepare them for this ſolemnity, and 
* to qualify them to be partakers of this Holy 


* Sacrament, was faith and repentance ; that is, a 
declaration of their firm belief of the great doc- 
* trines 
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* +105 c© be Chriſtian religion, and of their re. 
us ſuitably to that belief. In the 
e time, when the miracles wrought by 

* - - |» Erft rre:chers of Chriſtianity were ſo con- 
eng; and the extrao:duzry grace of God 
* 'owered down upon men, fo effectual, as to 
6 


;oOnVvert them to the faith of Chriſt, as it were 
in an inſtant: A ſingle declaration of their faith 
and repentance, ſeems to have been accounted 
ſafficient to prepare them to receive bapti 
* immediately, For thus we find St. Philip bap- 
* tizing the eunuch immediately upon his prafe(- 
* ſing his belief, that Jeſus Chriſt was the Son af 
God, Acts viii. 38. and St. Paul baptizing the 
* jfaylor immediately upon his being converted,” 
He afterwards tells us, That when the mighty 
operation of the Spirit of God grew leſs com- 


mon, it was not thought ſufficient for men to 


< profeſs their faith and repentance, but they were 
© obliged to give ſome evidence of the ſincerity of 
both, before they could be admitted to baptiſm.” 
See p. 4, 5+ i 

Biſhop Pearſon on the Creed informs us, That 
in regard to the commiſſion of our Lord, Mat, 
xxviii. 18, 19. it muſt be owned, that from this 
ſacred form of baptiſm did the churches derive 
the rule of faith, requiring the profeſſion of a be- 
lief in the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, before 
they could be baptized in $Fhame ; and refers 
us to the caſe of the cunuch and the jaylor, who 
believed, and were baptized *. 

Mr. Whifton, a man deſervedly eſteemed for 
his learning and indefatigable induſtry in his 


ich Edit. p. 32. 
ſearches 
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ſearches into primitive antiquity, in his Primative 
Linne Baptijm revived, has given us many in- 
ſtarices from the apoſtolical conſtitutions ; where- 
in he affures us, p. 1. © That as ſoon as ever the 
children of parents were eapable, they were put 
© inito the rank of Catechumens, in which they 
© ſtood ordinarily three years, towards the con- 
* clufion of which they were admitted into the 
© higher rank of the illuminated, in which they 
continued till Eaſter, the uſual time of baptizing ; 
c _— catechiſed, and illuminated, or in- 
is ed in the doctrine of the goſpel, and at 
© laſt had the apoſtles creed delivered or com- 
* mitted to them, as a facred and ſecret depoſi- 
tum. And after they had been ſufficiently in- 
< ſtructed in the knowledge of the Chriſtian re- 
© ligion, they were baptized,” 
The learned Grotzus, in his Annotations on 


that the baptiſm of infants many hundred years 
* was not ordinary in the Greek church ; becauſe 


© not only Conſtantine the great, the ſon of He- 
* Jena a zealous Chriſtian, was not baptized till 
© of age; but alſo Gregory Nazianzen, who was 
© the ſon of a Chriſtian biſhop, and brought up 
along with him, was not baptized till he came 
© to years. 

Dr. Wall acknowledges, that Nazianzen was not 
baptized, till he arrived at years of maturity, 
though his father was a biſhop. 

Monſ. Le Clerc, in the Life of this Father, tells 


us, That Gregory having had the advantage of 


© learning at Cz/area, the metropolis of Cappadecta, 
© where he ſtudied under the maſters of human 
* learning, that is to ſay, to underſtand the Greek 


poets 


Matth. xix. 14. ſays, It is no ſmall evidence, 


© poets and orators, and to write well in that 
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tongue, He went to Ceſarea in Paleſtine, 
* whereof Euſebius was biſhop, --- but did not 
think he could be counted a learned man with- 
* out going to Athens, the mother of learn- 
ing, ſo that afterwards he embarked in a ſhip 
for the city of Athens ;--- but was toſſed with a 
violent ſtorm for ſeveral days.” Gregory ſays, 
© that his greateſt grief at that time was, that he 
© was not baptized ;---he made a vow to God, 
* that he would get himſelf baptized, and conſe- 
© crate himſelf to God; and ſoon after the ſtorm 
* ceaſed? Le Clerc ſays, © he ſpent thirty years in 
learning; and after that, p. 182. informs us, 
that he was baptized. 

Other inſtances might bes produced to this pur- 
poſe, from ſeveral writers of the ſecond and third 
century, ſuch as Tertullian, Ambroſe, Evagrius, 
&c. to ſhew, that perſons ſhould be firſt taught 
and inſtructed in the principles of Chriſtianity, 
before they are baptized ; but this is ſo very plain 
from the Scriptures themſelves, that I ſhould not 
have produced theſe inſtances, had it not been for 
a pretty generally received opinion, that infants, 
who are incapable of either Krith or repentance, 
were baptized very ſoon after the apoſtles time, 
if not while they liv'd. 

From what has been faid, I hope it plainly 
appears, that ſuch as believe in Chriſt, and repent 
of their fins, and reſolve on a fincere amendment 
of life, are the only proper ſubjects of baptiſm. 

And if we would follow our blefied Lord's 
example, and perform this poſitive inſtitution of 
Chriſtianity, according to the rule, which Chriſt 
himſelf has appointed, we muſt inſiſt, that ſuch 
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as believe his moſt holy Goſpel, and repent of 
their fins, are the only proper ſubjects for bap- 
tiſm, and that no others under any pretence 
whatſoever, have any right to this ordinance. 

Iam ſenſible that notwithſtanding what has been 
faid, it will be aſked by perſons who are ſtrenu- 
ous for baptizing infants, that fince infants were 
received into covenant under the law, by cir- 
cumciſion, why ſhould they not be received into 
the Goſpel-covenant now by baptiſm ? I think it 
ſufficient to reply to every Proteſtant at leaſt, 
that they are by no means to be admitted to bap- 
tim, becauſe there is no ſufficient authority 
throughout the whole New Teſtament to give 
countenance to the adminiſtration of this ordi- 
nance to infants, But we are ſometimes told, that 
the Jeus uſcd baptiſm in receiving proſelytes into 
their church, and that they baptized both their 
proſelytes and their infants: And that St. John 
and our Lord conſequently borrowed this ordi- 
nance of baptiſm from the Jews. Therefore as 
the infants of proſelytes were baptized, and in- 

itiated into the Jeuiſb Church, fo they have a 
right to this ordinance under the Chriſtian Diſpen- 
fation ; but that there is nothing in this argument, 
I hope ſoon to make appear. 
In the firſt place, ſuppoſing that the Jeus uſed 
baptiſm under the law, before our bleſſed Saviour 
appeared in the world, it is apparent, it could 
not be of divine appointment ; for it is neither 
commanded in the law of Moſes, nor recom- 
mended in any part of the writings of the Pro- 
phets : There is not ſo much as the ſhadow of 
it to be found in thoſe ſacred writings, whoſe 
authority alone could give ſanction to it: And 
ze 
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give me leave to obſerve, that, if it i: not of 
God's appointment, it maſt be only an inven- 
tion of men; was there any ſuch cuſtom, as 
Dr. Hammond tells us from Maimonides. 

But farther, there are ſtrong reaſons to con- 
clude from ſeveral paſſages in the New Teſtament, 
that baptiſm was not in uſe among the Jews, as 
a religious rite, at the time of the appearing of 

To inſtance in but one or two particulars. The 
Jews ſeem ſurprized at St. Jabn's baptizing ſuch 
numbers of people, and they ſent meſſengers to 
him to know who he was, or what was the reaſon 
of his baptizing, i. 19, 20, 25. And they aſked 
him, — — be denied, nat; but ue 
T am not the Chriſt : And they aſked him, and ſaid 
unto him, Why baptizeſt thou then, if thou be not 
that Chriſt, nor Elias, neither that Prophet ? It is 
very evident from this place, that baptizing was 
a new cuſtom, and the Jews very curious to en- 
quire into the meaning of it. For they ſeemed 
to expect, that no perſon ſhould attempt to ſet up 
ſuch a new ice, unleſs he brought his cre» 
d-ntials along with him. Accordingly John de- 
clared, that he was immediately ſent from God; 
and it is very remarkable, that he acquired a 
name from that day to this, ſuitable to his pro- 
feſſion; which was dipping his proſelytes in wa- 
ter: He is therefore called Jobn the Baptiſi, or 
Jabn the Dipper. 

Again, Mark xi. 30. Our Saviour puts the que- 
ſtion to the Jews, about the baptiſin of Fobn, 
Was it, ſays he, from Heaven, or of Men? Now 
had it been known among the Jews, before John's 
time ; they no doubt wane have readily anſwer- 

| | ed, 
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ed, It was the cuſtom of their anceſtors ; but 
the men ſeem'd confounded, and knew not what 
to anſwer. Upon the whole then, there is no 


ſufficient authority to believe, that there was ſuch 
a general practice of baptizing proſelytes under 
the Jewiſh Law ; much leſs of their having any 
Divine Authority for it. And to imagine, that 
our bleſſed Lord borrowed this divine in- 
ſtitution, only from a. cuſtom among the Jews, 
is highly diminiſhing the honour and wiſdom of 
the inſtitutor. But if any ſhould be fo weak, 
as to object and ſay, that infant baptiſm is not 
forbidden, it is ſufficient to reply, The filence of 
Scrip'ure is enough to condemn it: For nothing 
ſhould be admitted in the worſhip of God, but 
what we have his expreſs warrant for: And there- 
fore the entire filence of the ſacred Scriptures muſt 
be an unanſwerable objection againſt this Practice; 
as the reverend and learned Dr. Jobn Gale, in 
his ſermons on this ſubject, has well obſerved, 
Vol. II. p. 168. 

* If the Scripture only be our rule, and ſure 
* with Proteſtants it is ſo, and that makes no 
mention cf, nor gives any countenance to the 
* baptiſm of infants; then ſuch, as act only by 
* that Scripture rule, cannot admit infants to 
© be baptized, This is ſo very ſtrong and evi- 
dent, ſays the Doctor, that we might well enough 
* be excuſed, without adding any thing further 
* upon this head,” However, it is very well 
known, that there are a great many people in the 
world, who either through the influence of edu- 
cation, or the force of example, and for want 
of examining the foundation, upon which this 
weak practice is built, appear very fond and ſtre- 
nuous 


—— — 


— — 
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nuous for the ſprinkling of infants, notwithſtand- 
ing the utter filence of the Scriptures. But the 
argument drawn from the filence of the Scrip- 
tures is the ſtronger, and the more deciſive; be- 
cauſe there were ſeveral occaſions to mention the 
baptiſm of infants, where it could not be omitted 
by an accurate and faithful hiſtorian, if any were 
baptized in the times of the apoſtles. No fewer 
than about three thouſand perſons were converted 
by St. Peter's ſermon at the feaſt of Pentecoſt ; and 
we read, Achs ii. 41. Then they that gladly re- 
cerved his word, were baftized ; and the ſame 

there were added unto them about three thouſand 
ſouls. A great Number of Converts were made 
by the preaching of Philip in Samaria, as we 
read, Acts viii. 12. But when they believed Philip, 
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of 
God, and the name of Teſus Chriſt, they were 
baptized, both men and women. Now can it be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed, that none of all theſe con- 
verts had new-born children, or at leaſt children 
incapable of inſtruction in their families, or 
that if ſuch children were baptized, as well as 
their parents, a practice of ſo much conſequence 
would not have been recorded by St. Luke, as a 
precedent to future times? How material a thing 
this was, evcry one is ſenſible; and what then 
can be juſtly iaferred from the filence of the hiſ- 
torian, but that no ſuch children were then bap- 
tized ; and conſequently were not judged to be 
the proper ſubjects of baptiſm ? There is not in all 
this book, nor in the epiſtles of the apoſtles to the 
Chriſtian churches, any inſtance of the baptiſm 
of infants, nor any direction given for baptizing 
them; from which total filence, I conclude, that 

k | 
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infant baptiſm was not known, nor practiſed in 
the apoſtolical times. 

All the pretences about baptiſm's coming in the 
room of circumciſion, and therefore, as infants 
were circumciſed, ſo now they ought to be bap- 
tized ; all the pretences of this kind, I fay, are 
weak and trifling. I readily own, that all the male 
children deſcended from Abraham were to be 
circumciſed. But why ? Becauſe there was an 
expreſs command from God, who appointed 
that rite. But can any reaſonable man think, 
that it does from hence follow, that he is now, 
under the goſpel, obliged to baptize his chil- 
dren, without the leaſt command from the Sa- 
viour of the world, who inſtituted this ordi- 
nance? We readily own, God commanded the 
male children to be circumciſed ; and therefore in 
obedience to his command, they were circumciſed ; 
and if our Lord had com:nanded us to baptize our 
children, it would highly become us to obey his 
authority ; but in as much as he has no where 
commanded us to baptize them, we conſequent- 
ly have no ſufficient warrant or authority for 
doing it, and it muſt be mere preſumption to do 
it without. For, as I juſt now obſerved, as chil- 
dren had a right to circumciſion under the law, on- 
ly by virtue of the divine command, fo under the 
goſpel, for want of that divine command, they have 
neither a right to, nor any need of this ordinance. 

It is trifling therefore, as the learned doctor 
© before mentioned obſerves, Vol II. p. 179, for 
* perſons to be under any fears or doubts concern- 
ing them and their ſuture happineſs . They 
are 
* B:Top Taylor in hie T.iperty of Propheſying, ſays; * As we 
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© are ſafe in the hands of a merciful Creator, 
* who has not left their eternal happineſs, in any 
* degree, to the diſpoſal, the miſtakes, and ca- 
price of ignorant men; but has always expreſſed 
very great regard for that innocent tender age, 
* and has doubtleſs done for them all that is need- 
* ful for their happineſs, and all that can be ex- 
* pected from a God of infinite boundleſs good- 
* neſs, whoſe tender mercies are over all his 
* works, and who ſent his own Son to die, even 
* for the ungodly.” 
Having, 1 hope, ſufficiently enlarged on this 
point, I ſhall now proceed to conſider the man- 
ner, in which this facred ordinance was ad- 
miniſtered, agreeable to the account given in the 
New Teſtament, and by ſeveral very conſiderable 
writers, both ancient and modern. 

In the firſt place, it will be neceſſary to con- 
ſider what St. Matthew ſays of the baptiſm of our 
Lord himſelf, who is to be our example in that, 
as well as in all other inſtances of duty, wherein 
it is poſſible forustoimitate him. And the account, 
which this evangeliſt gives us, is plainly this, 
That after Jobn had been for a time preparing 
the way for the Meſſiah to make his appearance 


* are ſure God hath not commanded infants to be baptized, ſo we 
are ſure he will do them no injuſtice, nor damn them for what they 
cannot help. Duarto Edition, p. 230. 

Mr. Whiſton tells us, p. 28. of his primitive infant baptiſm, 
* that Au/tin was not only for the practice of infant baptiſm, but 
built on it that horrid and unchriſtian doctrine of the damnation 
© of thoſe infants, who died unbaptized.——And a little after, they 
changed the ſubje& of baptiſm from catechumens of about three 
* years ſtanding, to babes of three months, or three days, nay of 
three hours, and of three minutes old, who could not be catechumers 
* at all. So ſucceſsful, ſays he, was the devil and his agents in 
* currupting the very fountain of our holy religion. 
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in the world, Jeſus came from Galilee fo Jordan 
wnto John 10 be baptized of bim, Matth. iii. 13, 
14, 15, &c. But John forbad him, ſaying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and comeſt thou unto 
me? And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him, Suffer 
it to be ſo nau; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteouſneſs. It is as much, as if our Lord had 
ſaid, Let me be baptized of you, that I may 
* make my a in the world in the way, 
* which my Father has appointed ; for my life is to 
© be an cxample to my followers, and thus it be- 
* cometh both you and me t fulfil allrighteouſneſs ; 
© thatis, to obey all the poſitive inſtitutions and holy 
© commands, which God has enjoined. It is added, 
© Then be fufjered him, that is, then our Lord and 
* Fobndeſcended into the water, and John baptized 
© him;” And Jeſus, when be was baptized, went 
up ftraightway out of the water, and lo, the hea- 
wens were opened unto him, and be ſaw the Spirit 
of God deſcending like a deve, and lighting upon 
bim. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. It is 
very obſcrvable, that at the baptiſm of our bleſſed 
Lord, we have the whole Trinity of perſons pub- 
licly concerned, to give authority and ſanction to 
the true baptiſm : For in the firſt place, we have 
the Son of God himſelf ſubmitting to this divine 
inſtitution, Secondly, we have the Holy Spirit, 
deſcending like a dove upon him. And thirdly, 
God the Father giving his authority and approba- 
tion to it; Thts is my beloved Son, in whom I an 
well pleaſed. 

The firſt obſervation I have here to make is this; 
That we are told, bat Jeſus, when he was baptized, 
came up ſtraigbte ay cut of ihe water, One would 
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imagine, that, from the natural force of theſe ex- 
preſſions, every body would conclude, that our 
Saviour went down into it; for no man is ever, 
with truth, ſaid to have come out of a houſe, 
which he never was in : Here then is the higheſt 
probability, that our Saviour was overwhelmed 
or immerſed in Jordan, from the circumſtance 
of his aſcending up out of the water. 

The judicious Grantham'"tells us, That when 
© Jeſus came from Nazareth of Galilee to be bap- 
© tized of Fohn, he makes no ſcruple to declare, 
that Jeſus was dipped by John into Jordan: 
For eig Tov Iopdavyy cannot poſſibly ſignify, with, 
© but in or into Jordan; for how abſurd would it 
© be to ſay, that Jeſus was baptized with Fordan ; 
© and how agreeable to ſenſe and truth toe, fays 
© he, to ſay, that he was dipped in Jordan; yet 
© againſt truth and reaſon is the way of Chriſt de- 
© ſerted by all thoſe, who have admitted the de- 
© vice of ſprinkling, inſtead of baptizing.” 
And that our bleſſed Lord was dipped by John, 
is plain alſo from the original word Ban]:{, which 
is well known to be the derivative of Bar]w ; and 
ſignifies to dip, to plunge, to overwhelm, or to 
immerſe in water. This is the ſenſe, which all 
authors, who have been fre: from prejudice, have 
given as the proper ſignification of the original 
word. | 

This is the uſe of it in the Seventy,who tranſlated 


the Old Teſtament into Greek, by order of Plo- 


lemy Philadelphus, as in 2 Kings v. 14. Then went 
he down and dipped * him{elf ſeven times in Jordan, 


according to the ſaying of the man of God, This 


likewiſe is the fignification, which it conſtantly has 
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in the New Teſtament, as, to omit other places; 
in Rev. xix. 13. And be was clothed with a 
veſture * dipped in biood. 

Fiſter in his Chrijtianiſmus Nedi vi vusa p.308. 
ſummons all the prieſts in Chriſtendom, to ſhew 
out of Stephenus or Scapula, two of the beſt Le- 
xicons extant, © That baptizo either doth not ſig- 
© nify a total dipping of the ſubject, or that it 
ever fignified ſuch a thing as ſprinkling 
And further, he plainly ſhews, that pay]i{w, 
which is always uſed in Scripture for ſprinkling, 
is never rendered to baptize, or baptizing : 
Neither, fays he, is there any inſtance where- 
in the word Ber|:{ is rendered ſprinkling, or 
uſ-d to fignify any ſuch thing; and afterward, 
ſprinkling, is not only not the baptiſm of Chriſt, 
but in truth is no baptiſm at all : which he de- 
monſtrates thus; becauſe dipping and ſprinkling 
are truly two ways, two forms, two actions, 
two kind of actions, ſo vaſtly different in their 
eſſentials ---- that homo and brutum do not dif- 
fer more eflentially.” 

Dr. Hammond in his notes on Jobn xiii. 10. ac- 
knowledges, that B. ſignifies an immerſion, 
or waſhing the whole body, and which anſwer- 
eth to the Hebrew word Tabal, uſed for dipping 
in the Old Teſtament. 

And in his paraphraſe on Matth. iii. 6. he tells 
us, That John received a great multitude of 
© the Jews, who came to him and confeſſed their 
Sins, by baptiſm, or an immerſion in the wa- 
* ter of Jordan. 
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I might urge, that tome of the moſt learned 
critics have given this as the proper fignification of 
the word BaT|:{ *. 

Beſides we are told, That John was baptiging in 
Enon near to Salim, becauſe there was much wa- 
ter there, John iii. 23. This, 1 hope, will be al- 
lowed a good argument in favour of immerſion ; 
becauſe St. 70h gives it as the reaſon of his bap- 
tizing in thote parts, there cas much water there. 
This made it c:nvcnient for the Baptiſt to admi- 
niſter this ordinance, by dipping their bod. es in 
water. 

Dr. Whitby, whoſe works are well known in 
the learned world, has indeed ſtrained ſeveral 
texts of Scri, ture, in his commentary on the New 
Teſtament, in favour of infant baptiſm ; yet on 
Jobn iii. 23. he very honeſtly and inzenuoufly 
confeſi:s the true ſenſe of the words, be-cauye 
there was much water there, in which, ſays he, 
their whole bod es might be dipped ; and adds, 
in this manner only was the Feuiſh bap iſm per- 
form'd.; viz. by a deſcent into the water, and a 
* burial in it ;* and to confirm this, he quotes the 


* Leigh, in his Cxitica Sacra, and Simpſon, in his Lexicon Anzlo- 
Greco-Latinum Novi Teſtamenti, both acknowledge that Bargu 
i derived from Bare, Tingo, to dip, or plunge into water, and 
ignifieth ſuch a kind of waſhing, as is aſed in backs, where 

plunged : So that our tranſlators have left the 

word without — it at all, rather than render it, as they 
ought to have done, into good Ergli/, to dip, to plunge, or to 
immerſe in water; this being ſo repugnant to the common 
pgs * preſent. If it is objected, that —_— it hou 
allowed, that Bank& primarily fignifics to dip; yet it alſo 
fignifies wathing ; Hop 5 oath! ts waſhing of pots, Te. 
is in the original the baptizing the pots, Cc. it is granted; but it 
15 always to be underſtood of ſuch waſhing, as denotes dipping. 
Thus the baptizing of cups and veſlels in cleaning them, tis well 
known, is by putting them into the water, and rinſing them. See 


this proved beyond diſpute in Dr. Cala's Fourth Letter. 
E 


baptiſm 
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— of the Eunuch, Ads vii. 38. and Rom. 
3, 4, and Col. ii. 12. 

"Theſe ſeveral alluſions, made uſe of by the apoſtle 
in theſe places muſt undoubtedly have reference to 
this original primitive method of immerſion, or 
dipping the whole body in water; or elſe all the 
beauty and force of the compariſon i is entirely loſt. 
Knew ye not, ſays the apoſtle, Rom. vi. 3, 4. 
that fo many of us as were baptized into Jeſus 
Cbriſt, that is, into the belief of the doctrine of 
Chriſt, were boptized into his death? by which 
expreſſions, the apoſtle muſt 3 have 
reference to their being plunged under water in 
their baptiſm, which repreſented Chriſt's body 
being under the earth; and adds, That [ke as 
Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead, by the glory of 
the Father, or by the glorious power of the Fa- 
ther, even fo uwe alſo, having declared ourſelves 
dead to fin, ſhculd riſe with him, and walk in 
newrefs of Ii li fe. 

Here it will be proper to give you the annota- 
tion of Dr. Whitby on this paſſage of St. Paul; 
It being ſo expreſily declared here, ſays the 
doctor, and Col. ii. 12. that we are buricd with 
Chriſt in baptiſm, by being buried under 
water ; and the argument to oblige us to a 
conformity to his death, by dying to fin, being 
taken thence ; and this immerſion being religi- 
ouſly obſerved by all Chriſtians, for thirteen cen- 
turies, and approved by our church, and the 
change of it into ſprinkling, even without any 
allowance from the author of this inſtitution, or 
any licence from any council of the church, be- 
ing that which the Romaniſt ſtill urgeth to juſtify 
his rejuſal of the cup to the laity, it were to be 

* wiſth'd 


— WW A S a #6 A A * 


( 35) 


* wiſh'd that this cuſtom miglit be again of ge- 
* neral ule. 


And the late eminent and learned Monſ. LeClerc 


ſays the ſame thing on this paſſage of St. Paul: 
* The manner of baptizing at that time, by plung- 
* ing into water thoſe whom they baptized, was 
an image of the burial of Jeſus Chriſt.” 


Monſ. Boſſuet biſhop of Meaux, in a contro- 


verſy with one of the reformed churches about 


refuting the cup to the laity, as related by Mr. 


Stennett in his anſwer to Mr. Ruſſen, p. 174, thus 
declares: © Chriſt was plunged in the river Jordan, 
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when Jobn baptized him; and a little afier, To 
baptize ſignifies to plunge, as is granted by all the 
world. And again, The baptiſm of Jabn the 
Baptiſt, which ſerved for a preparation to that 
of Jeſus Chriſt, was performed by plunging. 
The prodigious multitude of people, that flo:ked 
to his baptiſm, made St. John the Baptiſt chuſe 
places about Jordan and the country of Ezon 
near to Salim, becauſe there was much water 
there, and a great ficility of dipping thoſe, who 
came to conſecrate themſelves to repentance by 
this holy ceremony. And again, It appears not 
that the 3000, and the 5000 mentioned in the 


Acts of the apoſtles, who were converted at the 


firit ſermons of St. Peter, were baptized any 
other way ; and the great number of thoſe con- 
verts is no proof, that they were baptized by 
ſprinkling, as ſome have conjectured. Tis 
certain, that St. John the Baptiſt baptized no 
o:her way than by dipping. In fine, we read 
not in the ſcripture, that baptiſm was otherwiſe 
adminiſtered, and we are able to make it p- 
pear by the acts of councils, and by the antient 
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© rivals, that for 1300 years baptiſm was thus 
* adminiſtered throughout the whole church. 

Dr. Jer. Taylhr biſhop of Doun and Connor, 
in his book entitled, Duclor Dubitantium, or, 

Rule of Conſcience, 2d edition, p. 644. thus ob- 
cr rcs, A cuſtom in the adminititration of a ſacra- 
ment, introduced againſt the analogy and myſ- 
tery, the purpoſe and fignification of it, ought 
not to be complied with. I have inſtanced be- 
* fore, in a cuſtom of the church of England of 
ſp-inxling water upon infants in their baptiſm ; 
and I promiſed to conſider it again. Baptiiza- 
bart enim veteret, non manibus ſuis aquam bap- 
* t:2ando aſpergentes, ſed trina inmerſione, hec 
erangelii fequentes, Aſcendit cx aqua, ergo de- 
ſcenderat. Ecce immenſio, non aſperſio, laid Je- 
remy the patiiarch of C. P. Straightway Jefus 
went up out of the water, ſai h the goſpel: he 
came up, therefore he went down. Behold an 
immerſion, not an aſpertion. 

A little after, the learned biſhop produces ſe- 
veral inſtances of ſprinkling in the cafe of the 
Clinic: ; but affurcs us, that immerion was of fo 
ſacted account in the eſteem of the antients, that 
they did not account it lawful to receive that 
pern among the clergy, who had been only 
iprinxic., In p. 645, he obſerves, © For we are 
buried wich him in baptiſm, faith the apoſtle, 
In aqua tanquam in fefpuichro caput immergen- 
* tth:5 vu homo ſepelitur et ſubmergitur, deinde 
nobis emergentibus novus reſurgit inde : $9 St. 
* Ciry/cſtom, The old man is buried and drowa- 
ed in the immerſion under water, and when 
the baptized perſon is lifted up from the water, 
it repreſents the reſu:retion of the new man 
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to newneſs of life.” He afterwards proceeds to 
ſpeak of the trine immerſion, which very early 
was practiſed. Nam nec ſemel, ſed ter ad ſingula 
nomina in perſonas ſingulas tingimur, faith Tertul- 
lian. Dehinc ter mergitamur. * We are thrice 
* put under water, not once ; at the mention of 
every perſon, we are dipped. The very ſame 
words we read in St. Hierom againſt the Lucife- 
rians: But more largely it is explicated by St, 
Ambreſe. Thou wert aiked, Doſt thou believe in 
God the Father Almighty ? and thou didſt ſay, 
I do believe: and thou wert plunged, that is 
buried under water: Thou wert aſked again, 
Doſt thou believe in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
and thou ſaideſt, I do believe; and thou wert 
dipped or plunged ; and therefore thou art bu- 
ried tozether with Chriſt. The third time thou 
wert aſked, Doſt thou believe in the Holy 
Spirit? and thou faideſt, I do believe: and the 
third time thou wert plunged ; that thy three- 
fold confeſſion might waſh away the many lap- 
ſes of thy former life. 

Calvin on Fobn iii. 23. obſerves, © From this 
place you may gather, that abr and Chriſt ad- 
* miniſtered baptiſm by plunging the whole body 
into water. 

The account which the Magdeburgenſes give 
us in their hiſtory, ſays Mr. Danvers *, as they 
find baptiſm ſtands in the firſt century, is as 
follows. *© Furſt, as to the ſubjects of baptiſm, 
* they tell us, that in this age they find they bap- 
* tized the adult, whether Jews or Gentiles ; 
but as to the baptizing infants, they confeſs they 


® Treatiſe on Baptiſm, p. 45 


s read 
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read of no example: De infantibus baptizatis 
exempla quidem annotata non leguntur +, And 
afterwards, as to the manner of baptizing, It was 
by dipping or plunging in the water, in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; which was, 
they ſay, fo agreeable, not only to the ſenſe of 
* the word, which fignifies immerſion in water, 
but to the allegory of the death, but ial and reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, to which the apoſtle ſo pro- 
« perly alludes, Rom. vi. Col. ii. 4 

Many mere inſtances might be produced from 
antient authors, ſuch as Tertullian, Ambroſe, 
Luguſtin, and from the apoſtolical conſtitutions 
to p.uve, that baptiim was conſtantly, in the firſt 
ages, pe formed by dipping : and from modern, 
fuch as Martin Luther, the learned Grotius, Le 
Clerc, the aſſembly of divines, Pol, Dazille and 
even from Dr. Vall; who profeſſedly wrote a 
moſt cl.borate book in favour of giving baptiſm 
to infants, but yet, as to the mode, ingenuouſly 
acknowledges; That in the primitive times, 
© their general and ordinary way was to baptize 
by immer ſion or dipping the perſon, whether it 
* was an infant or a grown man or woman “.“ 
And adds, This is plain and clear from an in- 
finite number of paſſages, that as one cannot but 
pity the weak endeavours of ſuch pædo- baptiſts, 
as would maintain the negative, fo one ought to 
d:{>wn and ſhew a diſlike of the profane ſcoffs, 
which ſome people give to the Engliſh anti- 
pzdo- baptiſts, merely for their uſe of dipping. 
"Tis one thing to maintain, that this circum- 
ſtance is not abſolutely neceſſary to the eſſence 


J ® '7® 4 


+ Mag. Cent. 1. B. 2. p. 145. Bei Edit. 7 Tom. 
* Dr. Halls Hiſt. p. 462. ad Edit. Quarto. 
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* of baptiſm, and ancther to go about to repreſent 
it as ridiculous and fooliſh, or as ſhametul and 
* indecent, when it was, in all probability, the 
way, by which our Bleſſed Saviour, and, for cer- 
© tain, was the moſt uſual and ordinary way, by 
* which the antient Chriſtians did receive their 
* baptiſm,” 

But to confirm the teſtimonies of theſe authors 
already mentioned, I ſhall produce the authority 
of Dr. Cave, Biſhop Burnet, Archbiſhop Tillotſon 
Dr. Samuel Clarke, the preſent Biſhop of Vin- 
cheſter, Mr. Bin cham, Sir Jobn Fleyer, Mr. Whiſ- 
ton and Mr. Stackhouſe : The teſtimonies of theic 
diſtinguiſhed modern divines, and other gentle- 
men, for baptizing by immerſion, may ſerve to 
filence the cavils of our modern contenders for in- 
tant ſprinkling. 

Dr. Cave, in his Primitive Chriſtiantty, 1 
us *, that, The party to be baptized was wholly 
immerged or put under water, which was 
the almoſt conſtant and univerſal cuſtom of 
thoſe times; whereby they did more notably 
and ignificantly expreſs the three great ends and 
effects of baptiſm : for as in the immerſion, there 
are in a manner, three ſeveral acts, the putting 
of the perſon into the water, his abiding there 
for a little time, and his riſing up again; fo by 
theſe were repreſented Chriſt's death, and burial, 
and refurreftion ; and in conformity thereunto, 
our dying unto fin, the deſtruction of its 

wer, and our reſurrection to a new courſe of 

ife : By the perſons being put into the water, 
was lively repreſented the putting cit the body 
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© of fins of the fleſh, and being waſhed from the 
* filth and pollution of them; by his abode under 
© it, which was a kind of burial in the water, 

© his entring into a new ſtate of death or mortifi- 
cation, like as Chriſt remained for ſome time 
© under the ſtate or power of death. Therefore 
© as many as are baptized into Chriſt, are ſaid to 
© be baptized into his death, that the old man 
© being crucified with him, the body of fin might 
* be deſtroyed, that henceforth he might not 
© ſerve fin, for that he that is dead is fieed from 
fin, as the apoſtle clearly explains the meaning 
of that rite : And then by his emerſion or riſing 
up out of the water, was fignified his entering 
upon a new courſe of life, different from that 
which he lived before; that Ike as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the 
© Father, even ſo we alſo ſhou!d walk in new- 
© neſs of life. 

Biſhop Burnet ſays, in his Expoſition sf the 27th 
Article of the Church of England, Then they led 
them into the water, and with no other garments 
© but what might cover nature, they at tirſt laid 
© them down in the water, as a man is laid in a 
grave, and then they ſaid thoſe words; I bap- 
* tize, cr waſh thee in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; then they raiſcd them up 
* again, and clean garments were put on them : 
From whence came the phraics of being bap- 
© tized into Chriſt's death, of being buried with 
© him by baptiſm into death ; cf our being riſen 
with Chriſt, and of our putting on the Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt; of puiting off the old man, and 
putting on the new. 


Arch- 
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Archbiſhop Tillotſon likewiſe obſerves s, © That 
a „ antiently thoſe, who were ba , put off their 
* garments, which ſignified putting off the 
body of fin; and were immerſed and buried in 
* the water to repreſent their death of fin, and 
. * then did riſe up again out of the water, to ſig- 
nify their entrance upon a new life ; and to 
, 2 cuſtoms the apoltle alludes, Rom. vi. 3, 4. 
Biſhop Haadley, in his Plain Account of the 
Lard's Supper, tells us, + * Baptiſm is ſtiled a being 
© buried with Chriſt and riſing with him again. 
This latter expreſſion, ſays his lordſhip, made 
* uſe of by St. Paul, with relation to baptiſm, is 
© taken from the cuſtom of immerſion in the 
* firſt days; and from that particular manner of 
baptizing proſclytes ; by which they were firſt 
covered with water, and in a ſtate, as it were, 
of death and inaQtivity ; and then aroſe out of it 
into a ſort of new ſtate of life and action. And 
adds, If baptiſm had been then performed, as it 
is now among us; we thould never have fo much 
as heard of this form of expreſſion, of dying and 
ariſing again in this rite. 
Dr. Clarke obſerves . © That in the primitive 
times the manner of baptizing was by immer- 
ſion or dipping the whole body into water; and 
this manner of doing it was a ſignificant em- 
— of the dying and rifing again, referred to by 
St. Paul, Rom. vi. 3, 4. which he thus para 
Crates in his Eſſay en Baptiſm. © The deſign of our 
* deſcending into the water, and riſing again out of 
* it, was to mind us, that, as we then reccive re- 
© miſfionof our paſt fins, by virtue of Chriſt's hav- 
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ing died for ſins; fo we cutſclves were in Ike 
manner to die and be buried to fin, and rife 
again and walk for the future with Chriſt in 
newneſs and holineſs of life. This therefore 
was the principal thing reſpected in baptiſm + ; 
they engaged utterly and for ever to for ſake all 
manner of fin and wickedneſs; and {or the fu- 
ture they promiſed to make it the buſineſs of 
their lives, to fulfil all righteouſneſs, according 
to the ſtricteſt rules of the Chriſtian doctrine 
and diſcipline.” 

Mr. Bingbam, in his learned and elaborate 
woi ks, entitled Origines Ecc/efiaftice, vol. 1. p. 521. 
thus obſerves, The antients thought, that im- 
merſion or burying under water did more lively 
* repreſent the death, and burial, and reſurrec- 
* tion of Jeſus Chriſt, as well as our own death 
undo fin, and rifing again unto righteduſneſs; and 
* thediveſting or uncloathing the perſon to be bap- 


tized did alſo repreſent the putting off the bedy 
of fin, in order to put on the ne- man, which 
is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs.” 

And the ſame learned writer further obſerves, 
Pe: ſons thus diveſted or unc loathed were 
uſually baptized by immerſion, or dipping of 
their whole bodics under water, -Tlefe are a 
great many paſſages in the epiſtles of St. Paul, 
which plainly refer to this cuſtom; and as this 
was the original, apoſtolical practice, to it con- 
tinued to be the univerſal practice ct the church 
for many ages. 

I am ſenſible, that there have been object'ons 
made againſt the mode of bapiizing by immerſion, 
as if dipping or plunging in water was attended 

＋ 3d Elition, p. 17. 
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with great danger, particularly at certain ſcaſans 
in cold climates ; ; but let any one rcad the learn- 
ed Pei ian Sir Jobn Floyer's Treatiſe on Cold 
Bathing, and JI am perſuaded, that ali ubjetons 
about the danger of dipping wil be totally 
removed, He addreſſcs himnfelf in his third 
letter to the Dean and Canons, refidentiaries of 
the cathedral church of Litchfield, in which 
letter he thus expreſies him{lf, page 50. I 
do here :ppcal to you, as perſons well verſed in 
antient hiſtory, and canons, and ceremonies of 
the church cf England; end therefore are ſuf- 
* ficient witncfles of the matter of fict, which I 
deſign to prove, vig. That immerſion was con- 
tinued in the church of England, till about the 
* yeir 1600. Ard from thenc I ſhall infrr, 
That if Col and the Church, tho ght that prac- 
* tice ingocent for 1600 years, it muſt be ac- 
counted an unreaſonable nice:y in this preſent 
age to ſcruple either imme; rſion, or cold bath- 
ing, as dangerous practices. II d any prejud.cz 
uſually harp- ned to infants by the trine immer- 
Gon, that cuſtom could not have continued fo 
lung in this kingdom. We mitt always ac- 
kno: wlelge, that he, that made our bodies, 
would never command any pra ice prejudicial 
t» our healths; but on the contrary, he beſt 
knows what will be moſt for the pretervation of 
© our h-2l'hs; and doth frequen ly take great 
© Gore bt: of gur bod es and { is, in the Ame 
command.“ And a little ſurther in the fame 
letter, It was the general practice of . the primi- 
* tive C! urch to by ptize ther converts in foun- 
„ tains, p18, or: Ivers 3 an after B 
© nat iam, whether no thern or { uthern, received 
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the baptiſmal ablution. The holy ſcripture 
informs vs, that St. John baptized in Jordan, 
and this was part of our Engliſb liturgy ; that, 
by the baptiſm of thy well beloved Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, didſt ſanctify the flood Jordan, and all 
other waters. St. Paul baptized Lydia in a 
river, and Philip baptized the eunuch in a water, 
of whom it is writ, that they went both down 
into the water, Tertullian affirms, that St. Peter 
baptized many in the Tyber ; and afterwards, 
page 60, it is evident from the rubric in king 
Edward the VI's days, that the Engh/b Church 
uſcd that practice, by which he means the 
trine immerſion, Then ſhall the prieſt take the 
child in his hand, and aſk the name, and nam- 
ing the child ſhall dip it in the water thrice. 

He alſo cites the teſtimony of Bede, Spelman 
and Sparrow's collection of articles, &c. to prove, 
that baptiſm was always performed by immerſion, 
and concludes, © I have now given what teſtimony 
I could find in our Exgliſb authors to prove the 
conſtant practice of immerſion, from the time 
that the Britains and Saxons were baptized, till 
king 7ames's days, when the people grew peeviſh 
with all antient ceremonies, and through the 
love of novelty, and the niceneſs of parents, and 
the pretence of modeſty, they laid afide immer- 
* fhon, which was never abrogated by any canon, 
* but is ſtill recommended by the preſent rubric 
* of our church, which orders the child to be 
* dipped diſcreetly and warily,, He cloſes his 
excellent letter, page 80. by obſerving, * That 
* the church of England continued the uſe of 
* immerſion longer than any other Chriſtian church 
* in the weſtern parts of the world; for the eaſtern 
* churches, 


"= > Tt. * WF I T% Ms. IE *X 1K Z ©. 


* * 1 * 


. 


| | ns SY” © = YT wr 


ns of wy a OW To. v9 0 


WE 
ww 


64 
« 
0 
4 
4 
4 
« 
4 
c 


(45) 
churches, ſays he, yet uſe it, and our church till 
recommends it; to which I believe the Engliſb 
will at laſt return, when phyſic has given them 
a clear proof, by divers experiments, that cold 
baths are both ſafe and uſeful ; and further ſays, 
Thoſe parents did great injury to their own 
children, who firſt introduced the alteration of 
this truly antient ceremony of immerſion, and 
were the occaſion of a degenerate, fickly, tender 
race ever ſince. The reader may ſee a great 


deal more to the ſame purpoſe in the above men- 
tioned book, which I muſt omit for fear of being 
too tedious on this head. 


Mr. Stackhouſe, in his Body of Divinity &, tells 


us, © That it is the private wiſh of many good 
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men, that as there is a preſumption to believe 
immerſion is of more antient date, and of univer- 
fal uſage, more ſupported by ſcripture evidence, 
more ſymbolical of the things repreſented by 
baptiſm, and not prejudicial to human conſti- 
tutions, as ſcme imagine; that for the peace 


and tranquillity of the church, and the recovery 


of thoſe who diſſent from her in this particular, 
this cuſtom were revived and reſtored to general 
uſe.” 

Mr, Whifton ſays, That the uſe of dipping is 
ſacred and unalterable in Chriſtian baptiſm +, 
and the late methods of pouring or ſprinkling 
water only, utterly unjuſtifiable among Chriſ- 
tians, And again, The antipzdo-baptiſts by 
preſerving the original rules of the goſfel, 
both as to catechiſing before, and dipping at 
baptiſm, are ſo far the pureſt part of the Chriſ- 


* 3d Edition, pag. 616, 
Ifant Baptiſm revis ad. 
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tian Church among us, and ought to be eſte:m- 


* ed accordingly by every Chriſtian. And con- 


clude, As ſoon as cver the conttitutions of the 


Apoſtles and their facred laws were ſet aſide, 
and |uman additions and alterations were made 
th.r.in by churches, councils and biſhops, or 


the temporal power ; the true Chriſtian reli- 


gion, as it was at firſt delivered, began to be 
corrup!e:!, its real deſigns ſuperſeded, its or- 
dinances polluted, the ſcriptures miſinterpreted, 
and an ichriſtian tyranny, ſuperſtition and ido- 
latry, with all their wofi:] conſequences, gradu- 
ally introduced : Nor will the church ever re- 
cover her native ſtate, or get clear of theſe fa- 


tal miſchicfs, till ſhe receives and obeys thoſe 


doctrines and rules, which the apoſtles have 


therein tranſmitted to her from her ever bleſſed 
Redeemer.” 


And in his late addreſs to the baptiſts, page the 


' 8th, be thus cbicrves, The baptiſts are the only 


body of Chiiſtizns in theſe parts of Europe, that 
admit members into their church by real bap- 
tiſm or immer on into water; I mean not till 
the per ſons are grown up and inſtructed, and 
make ſuch ren unciations, ſuch declarat ions of 
their faith, and promiſesof future obedience to the 
rules of the goipel, as the nature of that folemn 
ordinance. docs evidently require, and the 
earlieft Chriſtian antiquity atteſts to. This rule 
is prodigiouſly diſguiſed and corrupted in other 


churches, to the unſpeakable diſadvantage of 


the Chriſtian religion, and peril of the ſou's of 
men.“ IIe further obſerves, that in cunve: fa- 


tion with Dr. Vall, he once told him, though 
he believed him to be a good Chiiliian hig: ſalf, 
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yet he was promoting ſuch a practice, as is one 
cf the moſt fatal and pernicious of thoſe, that have 
ever been introduced into Chriſtianity : While 
poor infants, who know nothing of what is done 
to them, by fprinkling a little iter upon them, 
are, when they grow up, without any other quali- 
fications,to be eſteemed compleat members df the 
Chriſtian church, and to have a title to all the 
privileges of Chriſtiznity, even tothe Lord's Sup- 
per itſelf.? ä 

But probably it will be obiected, that Mr. 
Whiſton, Mr. Bingham, Sir John Fioyer, Biſhop 
Taylor, Ambroſe, and even Tertullian, ſpeak of a 
trine immer ſion, as generally uſed in the Chriſtian 
church; in anſwer to which I readily own, that 
this was a practice of the church for ſeveral cen- 
turics, and it prevailed ſo early as Teriullan's 
time; but I have not as yet ſcen ſullicient evi- 
dence to believe the practice to be truly apoſtoli- 
cal. And as J have no inclination to meddle with 
the controverſy, fo I am not obliged to defend all 
the circumſtantial cerzmonies of the primitive 
Chriſtians. It is ſafficient to my preſent purpoſe, 
that they baptized by immerion ; and that the 
forecited teſtimonies moſt fully and undeniably 
prove, that this was the almcſt conitant mode, 
tor near 1600 years; nay, it is very plain, that it 
is continued in the Greet church to this very 
day. | 

And the large conceſſions of many of theſe 
learned Gentlemen bztorzmeniioned, in this point, 
may very juſtly be accounted unexceptionable 
evi U nges; ſince nothing but the force of truth 
cou d induce them to publiſh that, Which ſeems 
ſevercly to reflect upon, and con lem their own 
Z practice. 
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pract ce. So that whoever ſhall take upon them- 
ſelves to diſprove this point, muſt oppoſe the plain 
ſenſe of the New Teſtament itſelf, the loud un- 
animous voice of all antiquity, and the judgment 
of the moſt learned moderns. 

We have now ſeen in ſeveral inſtances what 
the ſacred Scriptures teach us about this divine in- 
ſtitution ; what was the opinion and practice of 
the antients, and what are the ſentiments of ſeve- 
ral eminent modern divines. And from the whole, 
I hope it ſufficiently appears, that the method of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles was firſt to teach, and in- 
flruct men in the knowledge of the principles and 
duties of the Chriſtian religion; ſuch as the ne- 
ceſſity of their repentance, and amendment of life; 
and then, upon their making a public profeſſion 
of their Faith in the doctrine of Chriſt, they 
were initiated as members of the Chriſtian church 
by baptiſm. And as to the mode of baptiſm, it is 
beyond diſpute, that it was immerſion or dipping 
the whole body in water; that St. ohn the 
Baptiſt, the apoſtles of Chriſt, and the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, for ſeveral ages adminiſtered baptiſm this 
way. And we have ſeen, that many very learned 
divines of the church of England, as well 2s of 
other nations, tho' in practice they comply 
with infant ſprinkling, yet in principle have ven- 
tured to appear againſt it in public. 

Here I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that, fince 
it has been ſo generally acknowledged, even by 
ſome of the learned defenders of infant ſprinkling, 
that the original word Ban]u, fiznifies to dip or 
plunge into water; that the firſt Chriſtians and 
primitive churches did actually baptize this way; 
and that this remained the practice of the Chri- 
ſtian 
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ſtian church for near 1600 years; how is it poſ- 


ſible to conceive, that men ſhould notwithſtand- 
ing take upon them, without any authority from 
the word of God, to make any change or altera- 
tion in this poſitive inſtitution, which Chriſt their 
great Lord and Maſter has wiſely appointed? 
For let them remember, that it ceaſes to be any 
longer an ordinance of Chriſt's appointment, when 
they change it into forms and cuſtoms of their 
own inventing : : Let them therefore conſider how 
they can ſatisfy themſelves, and anſwer it to their 
own conſcicnzes, and to the great and univerſal 
judge of mankind. I know it has been ſaid, that, 
as to the mode of baptiſm, it is only a circum- 
3 and of no conſequence ; and that it is no 
great matter which way it is adminiſtered, fo that 
it be done: But permit me to atk, can this be called 
adhering to the Chriſtian religion, and endeavour- 
ing to keep the ſacred o:dinances of it holy and 
undefiled ? 

The learned Dr. Gale has expreſs'd this mat- 
ter ſo well, that I chuſe to give it in his own 
words v. How will ſuch men anſwer it to the 
* Univerſal Judge of the whole carih, that have 
paid ſach an imperfect obed:ence to his com- 
mands, and preſumed wl, knowingly, and 
without any foundation in Scripture, to ima- 
gine it a necdleſs thing to be exact in the per- 
for mance of it, and call any part of this ordi- 
nanc⸗ inconfilerable, trifling, unneceſſary, and the 
like ; and then, upon this ground alone, neglef, 
alter, and change it into ſ:mething elſe, they like 
' better, in oppotition to that, which: has a divine 
autlority to ſupport it ?--- Would it be thought 
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* a modeſt excuſe to any authority upon earth, for 
# ſvch as are under it, to pretend, that they there- 
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fore neglected io do what wis . ommanded them, 
becauſe they thought it inſiguifican, and of no 
conſequence ; and that th-y iave ſubſtituted 
ſon.etuing elſe as good, or cerhaps, in their 
eſteem, better i 1's t54:.d ? This would be great- 
ly diſreſpeQtful to human ſ per o rs; but highly 
irreligious to a divine pcrſon, and an affront to 
the wiſdom, juſtice, and auto ity of God. 
And therefore if othe:s dare to make light of 
thoſe things, which our bieſſed Siviour thought 
worthy of his care, and honoured with his in- 
ſtitution ; let every one of us learn, out of re- 


gard to the divine authority and wiſdom of its 


inſtitutor, to adhere cloſely to all the particular 
circumſtances; for we may be aſſured by our Savi- 
our's rule, that thus it becomes us to fulfil all righ- 
teouſneſs ; not partially, and according to our 
own fancies and inclinations, and prejudices, 
or the cuſtom of the nation we dwell in; 
but by conſidering and icgard:ng only the 
will and commend of our great Lawgiver, 
and punctually fululling every minute part and 


circumſtance thereof, in the moſt perfect manner 


we can. And if we confcientiufly take this 
method, it is very certain, we (hail own, and 
admit of nothing as bap:iſm but dipping into 
water: for the Greek word Bar]:u ſignifying 
confeſſedly only to dip, a man can no more 
be ſaid to be baptized, when he is only ſprinkled, 
than he can be ſaid to be dipt into the water, when 
he is only ſprinkled ; and to preſume upon any 
alteration in this matter, purely upon our own 


* fancies and reaſonings, mult diſcover great bold- 
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© neſs and freedom, as well as a very ſlight regard 
© to the command and authority of God. 
I cannot well help taking notice of the excuſe, 
by which Biſhop Burnet has attempted to juſtify 
the changing the original method of baptizing 
from dipping to ſprinkling. For after his lordſhip 
had told us, in his expuli.ion on the twenty-ſeventh 
article, that the ancient method of adminiſtering 
baptiſm, was to lead them into the water, Cc. 
to lay them down in ihe water, and then raiſe 
them up again --- in which his lordſhip has ex- 
preſſly acknowledged, that dipping or immerſion 
was the tru+ pri ni: iv: ine: hod; yet he aſterwards, 
on the thirti.th at cle, ſays, The danger of dip- 
© ing in cold climates rx y be a very good reaſon 
* for changing e fur cf baptiſm from dipping 
to ſprinklvig.” But his lordihiip, I preſume, 
would have retr.&ed this haſty declaration, if 
he had reai and confidered maturely wha: Sir 
Jobn Floyer, that eminent phyfician, betore- 
mentioned, has written upon this ſubject; who 
in his Eflay on cold bathing, has faid enough 
to take off all pretence of danger from im- 
merſion. 

For he proves, that dipping was not only gene- 
rally practiſed dy the antients in baptiſm, but that 
it continued in uſe till the beginning of the laſt 
age; and that there is not that danger in it, as pa- 
rents apprelend; but inſtead of vrejudicing the 
* health of their children, immerſion would pre- 
* vent many herelitary diſcaſce, if it were Rill 
* p:attiled,” 

After he had ſhewn, that the cuſtom of immer- 
ton coniinued in the Chrilian church for near 
160 years, and that the G-e:4 Ch irch {il ob 


(52) 

ſerves it ; he adds, © Had any prejudice uſually 
happened to infants, by the trine immerſion, that 
* cuſtom would not have ſo long continued. We 
* muſt always acknowledge, that he, that hath 
* made our bodies, would never command any 
* practice prejudicial to our health; but on 
* the contrary, he beſt knows, what will be moſt 
* for its preſervation, and doth frequently take 
© care of our bodies and ſculs in the ſame com- 
* mand.” | | 

I readily agree with this eminent phyſician, 
that God has taken care to enjoin nothing upon us, 
but what, if rightly obſerved, would be an advan- 
tage both to ſoul and body. And the mere ſup- 
poſition of danger, from the method of baptizing 
by immerſion, is a reflection upon the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God, who appointed it. 

But if any infants ſuffered on this account, as I 
believe none did, I muſt own, it was a ſtrong and 
unanſwerable argument, that they had got a wrong 
ſubject, and ſhould have taught them the neceſſi- 
ty of adminiſtering it to none, but ſuch as Chriſt 
himſelf had appointed, not only by precept, but 
by example allo; for if any might be baptized in 
infancy, why not Chriſt himſelf, whoſe example 
was to be a pattern to his followers even to the 
end of the world ? 

And here I muſt obſerve with great concern, that 
the excuſe, which Biſhop Burnet made on account 
of the colineſs of the climate, is now become a 
very common one; and however weak and inſuf- 
ficent it may be thought in itſelf, it is perhaps the 
only thing, by which it has made its way in the 
world, and to which it likewiſe owes its cor- 
tinvance. But however great an] honourable the 
A'IcLS 
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patrons of miſtakes may be, we ate to remember 
they are but weak and fallible men, ſubject to error 
and miſtake, and oftentimes contradicting them- 
ſelves from an attachment tothe prevailing cuſtoms 
of the age, or nation they live in: But the au- 
thority of Chriſt, and the duty and obedience we 
owe to his commands, ſhould counterbalance all 
other conſiderations whatſoever. 

But after all, let us ſee what his lordſhip ſays 

upon the unreaſonableneſs of changing or altering 
the inſtitutions of Chriſt.--- An inſtitution of 
* Chriſt muſt not be altered, or violated, upon 
the account of an inference, that is drawn to 
conclude it needleſs; he who inſtituted it beſt 
knew, what was moſt fitting and moſt reaſonable; 
and we muſt chaſe rather to acquieſce in his 
commands, than in our own reaſonings *. 
It has indeed been owned, that the changing the 
mode was doing wrong, and. that it was to be 
wiſhed, that the antient method might be reſtor'd 
again; and the order of the rubric of the Church 
of England is to baptize, by dipping, all are 
able to bear it. 

And if the body of the reverend clergy of this 
kingdom ſhould think this matter worth their no- 
tice, I hope there can be no doubt, but that it is 
in their power to reſtcre again this truly antient 
and primitive practice. For it is pretty generally 
known, that the greateſt part of the members of 
the church of England have received their opinion 
about ſprinkling from the pr.:E&tice of their clergy ; 
it being very obvious, that this is the principal thing 
they urge in its defence. Are not our miniſters 
great and learned men? Have they not had all 
the advantage for knowledge in this point, which 
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can be deſired, and which any can pretend to 


have had? And can you ſuppoſe, after all, that they 
are miſtaken, or ignorant in a matter of this con- 
ſequence? It is therefore to be feared, that the 
clergy were originally not only the great cauſe of 
this corruption, but of its continuance in the world. 
How thete men will anſwer it toa juſt and immu- 
table God; or how they can filence the convictions 
of their own conſciences, I know not; but ſurely 
every reaſonable man would wiſh them to take it 
into ſcrious conſideration in time. 

It now deſerves to be remarked, that the great 
end and deſign of this holy inſtitution was for the 
remiſſion of fins. This we are aſſured of in the 
expreſs words of Scripture. For St. Peter having 
convinced the eus, that they had been the cruel 
murderers of the Lord of life and glory,they, under 
a conſciouſneſs of guilt, cried out to St. Peter and 
the reſt of the Apoſtles ; Men and Brethren, what 
ſhall we do * ? Then Peter ſaid unto them, repent 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of Sins. 

Ananias being ſent, by a divine commiſſion, to 
baptize St. Paul, ſoon after his miraculous con- 
verſion, taught him the reaſonableneſs of ſubmit- 
ing to this ordinance of baptiſm for the remiſſion 
of fins, as St. Paul himſelf expreſſly affures us in 
theſe words +; And now, why tarrieft thou ? A, iſe, 
and be baptized, and waſh away thy fins, calling 
on the name of the Lord. 

And fince all men have ſinned and come ſhort 
of the glory of God, and ſtand in need of this re- 
miſſion; it becomes neceſſary, that we (ſhould all 
of us ſubmit to this o:dinance, which Ch-ift has 
appointed, that it may be ſaid of us, as it was of 
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the firſt Chriſtians, who, on their repentance and 
amendment of life, had been baptized ; y- are 
waſhed, ye are ſanctiſied, that is, in their baptiſm 
they were purified and cleanſed from the guilt of 
their fins, and were juſtified in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. 
vi. 11. 

I perſuade myſelf, that all ſueh, as duly con- 
ſider the weight and importance of things, will 
find it difficult to prevail with themſelves to ne- 
glect their ſubmiſſion to this divine appointment. 

For the Scriptures ſhew us, that Chriſt has in- 
ſtituted this holy ordinance for the remitio.: of 
ſins; and in them ſeveral perſons are commanded 
to be baptized in order to their remiffion : Give 
me leave to aik then, what warrant has any man, 
or body of men, with any colour of reaſon, to 
expect the remiſſion of their fins without doi 
that, which Chriſt himſelf has appointed? Had 
the Perſons, who are mentioned in Scripture, re- 
fuſed to have been baptized, notwithſtanding 
had been informed, that Chriſt had inſtitated this 
ordinance for the r:miffion of fins; it would, I 
preſume, have been thought the greateſt indigni- 
ty offered to the authority of God, and a contempt 
of this ind itution af Chriſt ; and their fins would 
have been ſo far from being remitred, that they 
muſt, on the contrary, not only be retained, but 
they would have contracted a new additional guilt, 
by their wilful diſobedience. And ſurely the caſe 
muſt be much the ſame now with ail thoſe, who 
refuſe to ſubmit to baptiſm. 

They forget the humble leſſon, which our bleſſed 
Redecmer has given us, in his own moſt holy 
example, when he was baptized ; they will not 
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own, that thus it becomes them to fulfil all righte- 
ouſneſs ; but are guilty of offering contempt 
both to the authority of God, and to the in- 
ſtitution itſelf. But ſurely every reaſonable man 
ſhould confider with himſelf, that, fince our 
blefſed Lord has inſtituted this ordinance of bap- 
tiſm for the remiffion of fins, and there is no ſuf- 
ficient warrant in Scripture for laying it aſide, as 
of no uſe ; and thoſe few who do fo, may pro- 
bably be miſtaken : I tay, every wiſe and reaſon- 
able man ſhould conſider, that it muſt be the ſafeſt 
way to yield obedience to the divine command, 
and accordingly determine without delay to be 
baptized. 

I am ſenſible, that there are a great many men 
in the world, who are ready to plead, that poſitive 
inſtitutions are ſubſervient to moral duties ; and if 
they do but repent and amend their lives, they 

to render their perſons and ſervices accepta- 
ble to God, although they do not ſubmit to thoſe 
inſtitutions, which Chriſt himſelf has appointed. 
J have already taken ſome notice of this in the 
preface, and would now caution theſe perſons not 
to promiſe themſelves too much upon their re- 
pentance, and the regularity of their lives. True 
repentance is undoubtedly neceſſary to obtain the 
remiſſion of fins; and a holy life the indiſpenſable 
duty of every Chriſtian ; but have not that effi- 
cacy in themſelves, as to prevail with our impartial 
Judge to forgive us our fins, and accept of our obe- 
dience upon their account alone: For it is conſtant- 
ly repreſented, that all we do becomes acceptable 
to God only through the prevailing interceſſion of 


our bleſſzd Redeemer and Saviour; In whom we 


bave redemption through bis blocd, even the for- 
g:venefs 
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giveneſ of" fins, according to the riches of his 
grace, Eph. i. 7. 


If Almighty God had appointed no other terms, 


or conditions, but repentance, on which he would 
forgive us our fins, for the fake of what Chriſt 


hath done, and is ſtill doing for us; then upon 
our repentance alone, we might reaſonably hope 
for, and expect that forgiveneſs: But fince our 
Lord has appointed baptiſm alſo, and this muſt be 
accompanicd with faith and holineſs of life ; how 
can we expect the remiſſion of our fins, unleſs we 
are baptized, and devote ourſelves to the ſervice 
of God. For, fince we have all ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the glory of God, we have no pretence 


to claim forgiveneſs, but upon thoſe terms only, 


which he in infinite wiſdom and goodneſs has ap- 
pointed. And this St. Peter has told us by divine 
authority ; That we ſhould repent and be baptized, 
every one of us in the name of Jeſus Chrift, for the 
remiſſion of fins : What God has thus joined toge- 
ther, læt no man, or body of men preſumptuouſly 
attempt to put aſunder, leſt they be found to 
prevent his infinitely. wife and gracious deſign; 
and they become guilty of a profeſſed conte:npt 
of the ſacred ordinances of God. 

There is another conſideration, which defcrves 
ſome notice in order to convince m2n, that water 
baptiſm ought ſtill to be adminiſte:cd to all be- 
lievers, and this too by immeiſion, or dipping 
their bodies in water; and it is pl.uwiy this, that 
baptiſm ſeems oi iginally intended to fignity, by an 
external ſign, cur death to fin, and burial with 
Chriſt; and alto cur refurretion to newnels of 
lite, 
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To this the apoſtle Paul expreſſſy alludes, Nom. 
vi. 2, 4. Which has already been confidered. He 
ſpeaks of it, as a thing well known among them, 
that in their baptiſm Chriſtians ought to account 
themſelves ſo dead indeed to fin, as not to walk 
any longer therein ; and he goes on, throughout 
the Chapter, to argue the abſurdity of their living 
in fin, after they have declared, at their baptiſm, 
their death to fin, and reſolution to walk in new- 
neſs of life. 

But after all, ſome men will probably ſay, 
Does not our very profeſſion of being Chriſtians 
oblige us to holineſs of life, without ſubmitting to 
baptiſm, or any rite or ceremony whatſoever ? 
To which I will anſwer in the words of the inge- 
nious Dr. Fer- . That the doing it by a ſo- 
lemn rite, and in a public manner, will be 
an additional motive, with all, who have a ſenſe 
* of ingenuity, to perform their voluntary engage- 
ments: That the doing it in a way appointed by 
God, and in obedience to his command, has a 
natural tendency to make men more ſincere in 
their reſolutions; gives them a more lively ſenſe 
of their obligations, and leaves a deeper impreſ- 
ſion upon the mind: And beſides, by appoint- 
ing a particular rite, and making it men's duty 
to ſubmit to it, every man is put, at his firſt ſet- 
ting out in religion, upon examining the evidences 
of it, and the different natures and conſequences 
of virtue and vice; by which means his religion 
will become the matter of his deliberate and 
free choice : For though the bulk of mankind 
go on in the beaten track, and becauſe they are 
never called upon to make a particular inquiry, 

®* Anfwer to Tirdal, pege 310. third edition. 
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© take their religion implicitely, juſt as the chance 
of education and cuſtom directs; yet one would 
imagine, that when they are bound by a cere- 
© mony inſtituted on purpoſe, to make a ſolemn 
* profeflion of it, this ſhould always ſuggeſt to 
* them, that now is the proper time to conſider 
* ſeriouſly upon what foundation it ſtands, and 
© the reaſons upon which it is 9 and 
© whatever the real fact be, I am ſure it is the 
* natural tendency of the thing: And there- 
fore it muſt be calculated, in itſelf, to anſwer 
© the moſt uſeful purpoſes, becauſe nothing can 
© be of greater importance towards making men 
fixed and ſteady in a virtuous courſe, than their 
| * entring upon it after mature deliberation, and 
© a full conviction of judgment.” 

Now by baptiſm, as the ſame learned gentleman 
obſerves, © we voluntarily, and in a moſt folemn 
manner, make a profeſſion of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion ; and as it is done freely and from choice, 
we neceſſarily oblige ourſelves by this action ta 
imitate the life of Chriſt, and govern our temper 
and behaviour by the rules he has preſcribed, 
i. e. to copy after the moſt perfect example, 
and practice the moſt entire, generous and uſeful 
virtue, that was ever preſcribed by any ſcheme of 
philoſophy or inſtitution of religion: We oblige 
ourſelves to that rational piety, impartial juſtice, 
univerſal difintereſted and condeſcending good- 
neſs, and ſtrict temperance, which Chriſtianity 
ſo clearly recommends, and powerfully inforces ; 
expectinz, upon theſe terms only, the favour 
of Almighty God, ani a happy immortality. 
And can any thing be more becoming rational 
beings, than to bring themſclees under the 
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ſtricteſt obligations to . the true dig- 
nity and perfection of their nature, and the 
general good of their fellow creatures. 

* But beyond all this, ſays the ſame gentleman, 
it may be urged in favour of baptiſm, the ini- 
tiating ceremony of the Chriſtian religion, that 
it is itſelf the moſt natural and fignificant that 
can be, and expreſſive of thoſe very obligations, 
which we bring ourſelves under by ſubmitting 
to it; this is ſtrongly repreſented by St. Paul, 
Rom. vi. 3, 4. 

Again, upon the whole, there is every cir- 
cumſtance in this poſitive inſtitution of Chriſ- 
tianity, that can recommend it, and manifeſt 
the great wiſdom and goodneſs of God in ap- 
pointing it. The general deſign of it is to oblige 
Chriſtians, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to a 
conduct that is becoming rational creatures, con- 
ducive to the rectitude of human nature, and 
the good of ſociety, vig. to abſtain from vice 
and impurity of all kinds, and practiſe the 
moſt univerſal, conſtant, and amiable virtue. 
The fixing a particular rite is of great uſe to 
engage their attention, and give them a ſtronger 
ſenſe of their oblizations, as it binds all to a 
voluntary and deliberate engagement to lead 
a ſober, righteous and godly life. As the ſub- 
ſtance of the duty, or the principal thing intend- 
ed by it, muſt always be uſeful, the external 
ceremony itſelf is of that kind, as may generally 
be practiſed, not only without inconveniency, 
but with advantage, and is withal very natural 
and ſignificant, and wiſely adapted to the main 
deſign. To which we may add, Thit there 
is the utmoſt care taken to prevent ſuperſti— 
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© tious abuſes of it, not only by aſſerting in ge- 
* neral the utter infignificancy of all inſtituted 
r 
* conſtantly inculcating the moral uſe of this 
particular inſtitution ; by declaring, in expreſs 
terms, that it is not the external part of bap- 
* tiſm, putting away the filth of the fleſh, as the 
* ſcripture repreſents it, or the immerfing our bo- 


dies in water, for which we are conſidered as 
good Chriſtians, and intitled to the reward of 
eternal life; but the anſwer of à good conſcience 

The example of our bleſſed Saviour is in itſelf, 
methinks, ſufficient to convince all men, that no 
pretence whatſoever can excuſe them from ſub- 
miting to this ordinance of baptiſm ; but that « 
ought to be continued and adminiſtered to all 
believers, even unto the end of the world: No 
excuſe whatſoever, I fay, can poſſibly be made 
uſe of by Chriſtians, which our Lord himſelf had 
not a much better right to make ; and yet he 
was ſo far from making any pretence, that he 
was poſſeſſed of any ſuperior advantages, or had 
ſuch and ſuch excellencies, that would render 
water baptiſm uſeleſs to him, that when Tobr 
would have perſuaded him not to be baptized, 
he perſiſted in his reſolution, faying, Thus it be- 
cometh us to fulfil all rithieouſneſs. 

The learned and eminent Dr. Gale, in a ſermon 
on Matth. iii. 15. thus expreſſes himſelf to my 
preſent purpoſe : * When our Lord ſays, Thus it 
* becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs ; it was a 
* command of God, and therefore properly came. 
under the head of righteonſneſe, all of which it 
* became him to fulfil ; and for the ſame reaſon, 

* our 
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* our baptiſm being inſtituted by divine anthority, 
© muſt come under the head of all righteouſneſs, 
* which we are obliged to fulfil from reaſon, as 
© well as in imitation of Chriſt's moſt perfect ex- 
© ample; It therefore from hence follows, that 
all Chriſtians ought, like him, to be baptized 
* with water. Chriſt had no fins of a former 
< mifpent life to waſh away, no irregularities or 
© impurities of mind or profeſſion, nor indeed 
does there appear, or does he aſſign any other 
© reaſon why he ſhould be baptized ; but that it 
< was fulfilling all righteouſneſs, and to expreſs 
© his care to perform every command of God; 
* unleſs we may ſuppoſe, he was likewiſe pleaſed 
to fignify by it the holineſs and purity of his 
© life. But how much more then, ſhould we, 
* who have numberleſs fins to waſh away, be 
© careful to yield obedience to our gracious law- 
« giver, who has appointed this way to cleanſe 
and purify us? If all our Lord's perfections 
© could not render baptiſm uſeleſs to him ; our 
* corruptions and imperfections muſt certainly 


render it neceſſary to us; no ſuppoſed holineſs 


of our birth, or our being born within the pale 
of the church, can be compared with the great- 
neſs and holineſs of our Saviour; no ſuppoſed 
knowledge or education in the Chriſtian religion 
can be mentioned here in oppoſition to him, 
who was the ſpotleſs Son of God, and the head, 
and ſubſtance of our faith and profeſſion : For 
if purely, becauſe it was an inſtitution of God's 
own appointment, notwithſtanding every other 
conſideration, that was a ſufficient reaſon for cur 
Lord to be baptized; the fame reaſon muſt 
much more be ſufficient to obl'ge all Chriſtians 
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© to be baptized according to his command, not- 
* withſtanding any fond notions, that may ariſe 
zin our own minds to the contrary,” 

From hence, I hope, it ſufficiently appears, that 
this ordinance remains ſtill in force, and will con- 
tinue binding upon all believers, even to the end 
of the world. ho ht 

There is indeed a particu 0 e in 
the world, who nd os the utter difuls of this, 
as well as of the other inſtitution of the goſpel, the 
ſupper of the Lord. And their principal reaſon 
is this, We have, ſay they, received the baptiſm 
of the Spirit, and therefore need not that of wa- 
ter. But even upon this ſuppoſition, if they will 
believe, and be directed by a divinely inſpired 
apoſtle, even upon this they cannot be exempted 
from water baptiſm. I will give them one plain 
and undeniably evident proof, inſtead of many, 
which might be urged, and leave it to their own 
confide:ation. 


It is obſerveable, Acts x. that Cornelius and his 


| friends were come together to hear St. Peter, and 


he preached unto them the doctrine of the goſpel, 
and while he yet ſpake, the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
them which heard the word, ver. 44. and they 
ſpake with tongues and magnified God, ver. 47. 
Then anſwered Peter, Can any man forbid water, 
that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have re- 
cerved the Holy Ghoſt, as well as we; and be com- 
manded them to be baptized in the name of the 
Lord. The expreſs mention of their being bap- 
tized with water in this place is fufficient to prove, 
that no pretence whatſoever of any thing ſupe- 
rior will exempt them ſrom this their indiſpen- 
fable duty, if they make the word of God the 
rule of their faith and practice. But 
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this few to condide ; May all they, who are 
convinced of the br of ther ſubmit- 


practiſe the truth in the love of it, and act wi 


that ſincerity of heart, which ſo highly becomes 
the Chriſtian profeſſion. Let none of us ſuffer 
ourſelves to be impoſed upon by the weak reaſon- 
ings of others, to the deceiving of our own fouls. 
We have ſeen, that our bleſſed Lord has inſti- 
tuted baptiſm to be a ſtanding ordinance in his 
church, even to his oor rg g. = us there- 
* __ are 1 tru it, ſtud 
inſtitution pure and undefiled. F 
——_ who M ug up their own weak 
in ſation to this poſitive command 
and inſtitution of God, and have not ſubmitted 
themſclves to this holy ordinance, which Chriſt 
himſelf inſtituted ; let me beſeech and exhort them 


by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that as 
they have received how they ought to walk to 


pleaſe God; ſo they * abound more and 
more in all inſtances of their known duty. I ſhall 


take my leave of them at preſent in the words of 
* to St. Paul; a now why tarrieft thou, 


ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh away thy fins, 
calling upon the name of the Lord, Act, xxli. 16. 


EE 3X 


ERRATA. 


P. 3. I. 13. dele the, I. 16. read, the truly. P. 10.1. 5. read, inthe 
outward. P. 11.1. 9. for I believe, read, I obſerve. P. 12.1. 11. 
for diſcipline, read, Aftipling, L 15. read, downright. In the mar- 
gin, aur . P. 13. I. 26. read, — 26. read, ordi- 
nancef. P. 14. I. alt. read, declared. P. * 1. read, into. 
P. 18: 1. 9. read, Barlow. I. 26. read, defende P. 20. I. 14. for 
mark, read, St. Mark. P. 21. 1. 26. read, Church. 1. 29. read, 


their name. P. 32. The reference, at the bottom, heels have been 
ted in page 31, after Grantham. 


ing to this ordinance of baptiſm, immediately 
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